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By Abel Karowangoro recently in 
Masvingo 
For decades, disability in many 
societies has been viewed 
through the lens of limitation, de-
pendency and exclusion.
 Yet at Mucheke Stadium in Masvin-
go last week, thousands of Zimba-
bweans gathered to challenge that 
perception with a simple but pow-
erful message: disability does not 
mean inability.
The National Disability Expo 2026, 
officially opened by Vice President 
Dr Kembo Mohadi on behalf of 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
became more than an exhibition. It 
evolved into a national conversation 
about dignity, inclusion, empower-
ment and opportunity.
Held under the theme “Embracing 
Disability Inclusion in All Sectors: A 
Master Stroke for National Prosperi-
ty and Economic Development,” the 
expo brought together persons with 
disabilities, government ministries, 
development partners, civil soci-
ety organisations and communities 

from across Zimbabwe and beyond.
In his address, President Mnangag-
wa said persons with disabilities 
must never be viewed as objects of 
charity.
“The Government of Zimbabwe 
firmly believes that persons with dis-
abilities are not objects of charity but 
equal citizens, endowed with inher-
ent dignity, rights and capabilities,” 
the President said in remarks deliv-
ered by Vice President Mohadi.
Those words resonated throughout 
the exhibition grounds, where en-
trepreneurs, farmers, artists, inno-
vators and professionals living with 
disabilities demonstrated their tal-
ents and abilities.
The President emphasized that dis-
ability inclusion is not merely a so-
cial obligation but a constitutional 
and developmental imperative.
“Disability inclusion is not merely 
a social obligation; it is a constitu-
tional, developmental imperative, a 
necessity and a human rights obli-
gation.”
For many participants, the expo rep-

resented a turning point.
Instead of focusing on what persons 
with disabilities cannot do, the ex-
hibition highlighted what they can 
achieve when barriers are removed 
and opportunities are created.
Mr Gibson Gurumani, himself a ben-
eficiary of disability empowerment 
programmes, has established two 
companies that support persons 
with disabilities.
He said government policies had 
created opportunities that many 
people with disabilities had long de-
sired.
“We must avoid the receiving syn-
drome. We must become entrepre-
neurs, employers and contributors 
to the economy.”
His story reflects the changing nar-
rative surrounding disability in Zim-
babwe.
The National Disability Expo demon-
strated that persons with disabilities 
are participating in agriculture, busi-
ness, education, mining, manufac-
turing and community development.
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National Disability Expo Showcases Ability, Inclusion and Opportunity
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The disturbing allegations 
emerging from Bonda Girls 
High School have once again 
exposed a painful reality that 
society can no longer afford to 
ignore: schools, which should 
be places of safety, learning and 
personal growth, can become 
environments of fear and ex-
ploitation when child protection 
systems fail.
Police are searching for a teacher 
accused of sexually abusing fe-
male students, and investigations 
are still underway. While the sus-
pect remains innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law, the serious-
ness of the allegations demands 
urgent reflection from educational 
authorities, parents, communities 
and policymakers.
The allegations have sent shock-
waves through the school commu-
nity, but they have also raised dif-
ficult questions. How can learners 
be protected from those entrusted 

with their education? Are schools 
doing enough to detect abuse ear-
ly? Do students feel safe enough 
to report misconduct without fear 
of victimisation?
Teachers occupy positions of trust 
and authority. 
Parents send their children to 
school with the expectation that 
educators will nurture, guide and 
protect them.
 When that trust is violated, the 
consequences extend far beyond 
individual victims. 
Entire school communities suffer, 
confidence in institutions is dam-
aged, and the emotional scars car-
ried by affected learners may last 
for years.
The response by school authori-
ties to strengthen counselling ser-
vices, reactivate child protection 
structures and review safeguard-
ing measures is a necessary step. 
However, these actions should not 
occur only after allegations sur-

face. 
Child protection committees, re-
porting mechanisms and counsel-
ling services should be active, visi-
ble and accessible in every school 
at all times.
There is also a need for greater 
awareness among learners about 
their rights and the channels avail-
able for reporting abuse. 
Many victims remain silent be-
cause of fear, shame or concerns 
that they will not be believed. 
Schools must create environments 
where students can speak openly 
and receive support without intim-
idation.
Communities, parents and reli-
gious leaders also have a role to 
play. Protecting children cannot be 
left solely to schools or the police. 
Vigilance, open communication 
and community support systems 
are essential in identifying warning 
signs and ensuring that allegations 
are properly investigated.

Law enforcement agencies de-
serve support in their efforts to in-
vestigate the case and establish 
the facts. 
Anyone with information that may 
assist investigators should coop-
erate fully. Justice, whether it con-
firms or disproves the allegations, 
must be allowed to take its course 
through due process.
Ultimately, this case serves as an-
other reminder that child protection 
must remain a national priority.
 Every learner deserves to enter a 
classroom without fear, and every 
school must be a sanctuary for ed-
ucation, not a place where trust is 
broken.
The safety and wellbeing of chil-
dren must always come before 
institutional reputation, silence or 
convenience. 
Schools exist to shape futures, and 
society has a collective responsi-
bility to ensure those futures are 
protected.
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As part of the programme, Vice President 
Mohadi handed over hammer mills, solar 
panels, mining equipment, 90 metric tonnes 
of rice, goats and pigs to persons with dis-
abilities.
The support initiatives are intended to promote 
economic empowerment and reduce depen-
dency.
President Mnangagwa said economic empow-
erment remains central to achieving genuine 
inclusion.
“Persons with disabilities must be active partic-
ipants and leaders in decisions that affect their 
lives. 
“Their voices, experiences and aspirations 
must inform policy design, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation.”
Education also emerged as one of the key 
themes of the expo.
Zimbabwe Electoral Commission Commission-
er Dr Kudzai Shava urged parents and guard-
ians to ensure that children with disabilities at-
tend school.
“Education is key to growth, development and 
inclusion. Children with disabilities must be giv-
en opportunities to learn, develop skills and re-
alise their full potential.”
Dr Shava challenged persons with disabilities 
to aspire beyond employment.
“Persons with disabilities must empower them-

selves to become employers themselves.”
National Disability Expo Chairperson Mr 
Charles Mugwamba said government pro-
grammes were increasingly creating opportu-
nities in agriculture, fisheries, livestock produc-
tion and other sectors.
He described the expo as an important learn-
ing platform.
“The Expo gives persons with disabilities ac-
cess to information, opportunities and pro-
grammes that directly benefit their lives and 
livelihoods.”
The President said disability inclusion remains 
an important component of the National De-
velopment Strategy 2 and Zimbabwe’s Vision 
2030 agenda.
“We must invest in inclusive education systems 
that equip learners with disabilities with rele-

vant skills and competencies for the modern 
economy.”
As delegates from Kenya, Zambia and other 
African countries joined local participants, the 
expo also demonstrated growing continental 
cooperation on disability rights and inclusion.
President Mnangagwa called upon Zimbabwe-
ans to reject discrimination, stigma and exclu-
sion.
“As a nation, we must continue to cultivate a 
culture of respect, tolerance, inclusion and 
Ubuntu. 
“We must reject all forms of discrimination, 
stigma and exclusion that hinder the full partic-
ipation of persons with disabilities in society.”
For many who attended the expo, the message 
was clear.
Disability is not inability.
Ability exists in different forms.
Given opportunity, education, empowerment 
and inclusion, persons with disabilities are not 
merely beneficiaries of development — they 
are active builders of the nation.
As Zimbabwe pursues Vision 2030, the Na-
tional Disability Expo has reminded the coun-
try that true national development cannot be 
achieved if any citizen is left behind.
Inclusion, the expo demonstrated, is not char-
ity.
It is nation-building.

National Disability Expo showcases ability, inclusion and opportunity

 Talkmore F Mapfumo and Shy-
line Majaji recently in Murehwa 
Permanent Secretary for Presi-
dential Affairs and Devolution, 
Engineer Tafadzwa Muguti, has 
commended the efforts being 
made by Mwenewazvo Tradi-
tional Haven in promoting ru-
ral tourism and contributing to 
local economic development in 
Murehwa North Constituency.
Speaking during a fact-finding vis-
it to the tourism facility, Engineer 
Muguti said the investment was a 
clear demonstration of how Zim-
babweans in the diaspora are re-
sponding to President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s call to invest back 
home and drive national develop-
ment.
Engineer Muguti said his office 
was assessing milestones being 
achieved by communities and en-
trepreneurs across the country in 
advancing rural tourism, particu-
larly in districts that have histori-
cally lagged behind in economic 
development.
“We are on a drive to make sure 
that we promote provincial eco-
nomic development, particularly at 
district level, and we are encour-
aging Zimbabweans in the dias-
pora to come back and accelerate 

that process. 
“What we have seen in Murehwa 
is a blueprint of rural tourism that 
should be replicated in all dis-
tricts,” he said.
He noted that facilities such as 
Mwenewazvo Traditional Haven 
address a critical gap along the 
Harare-Nyamapanda Highway by 
providing travellers with quality 
services and authentic Zimbabwe-
an experiences.
“As you travel along this highway, 
there are very few places where 
people can stop and relax while 
enjoying quality Zimbabwean food. 
“This facility is helping to fill that 
gap while showcasing our culture 

and hospitality,” he added.
Mwenewazvo Traditional Haven 
is owned by Josephene Mahachi, 
a Zimbabwean entrepreneur who 
spent more than eight years in 
Europe before returning home to 
invest in the country’s tourism sec-
tor.
Strategically located about 70 kilo-
metres from Harare along the Ha-
rare-Nyamapanda Highway, the 
facility targets both local and inter-
national travellers using the route 
to and from Nyamapanda Border 
Post.
Speaking to the media, Mahachi 
said the project was established 
to celebrate Zimbabwean culture 

through traditional cuisine while 
offering visitors a unique rural tour-
ism experience.
“I wanted to give people a true Zim-
babwean traditional experience 
through our special cuisines, while 
also showcasing the beauty of our 
country. Right across from the fa-
cility there is a beautiful mountain, 
and visitors get to enjoy the natu-
ral scenery while experiencing our 
culture and food,” she said.
Mahachi also praised President 
Mnangagwa and First Lady Aux-
illia Mnangagwa for championing 
Zimbabwean gastronomy and in-
digenous cuisines.
“We applaud the support we have 
received throughout the process 
of establishing this tourism desti-
nation.
“The presence of officials from the 
Office of the President and Cabi-
net today is testimony to the sup-
port being given to initiatives that 
promote our heritage and tourism 
sector,” she said.
The visit forms part of ongoing ef-
forts by Government to promote 
rural industrialisation, tourism de-
velopment and community-led 
economic growth in line with Zim-
babwe’s Vision 2030 agenda.

Perm Sec Muguti applauds Diaspora 
Investment in Rural Tourism
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By Abel Karowangoro
HARARE — Millions of ZANU-PF 
members across Zimbabwe par-
ticipated in the National Cell 
Day commemorations on June 
27, 2026, in what party leaders 
have described as one of the 
most important organisational 
exercises in the ruling party’s 
history.
Held under the rallying call “Mun-
hu Wese Ku-Cell Kwake” (Every-
one to Their Cell), the nationwide 
exercise saw senior party leaders, 
Members of Parliament, Cabinet 
officials, Central Committee mem-
bers and ordinary cadres gathering 
at cell level to verify membership 
registers, strengthen structures 
and reaffirm the party’s grassroots 
foundations.
From Hwange in Matabeleland 
North to Chipinge in Manicaland, 
from Harare’s urban districts to the 
rural communities of Mashonaland 
East, the exercise demonstrated 
ZANU-PF’s continued emphasis 
on the cell as the basic unit of po-
litical organisation.
ZANU-PF Secretary General Ad-
vocate Jacob Mudenda joined 
members in Hwange District, 
where he participated in the veri-
fication exercise at Dete Commu-
nity Hall as part of ongoing efforts 
to strengthen party structures na-
tionwide.
The significance of National Cell 
Day extends beyond the verifica-
tion of membership registers.
The cell remains the smallest but 
most important unit of the party 
structure. 
It is the point where policies are 
communicated, grievances are 
addressed, development pro-
grammes are discussed and politi-
cal mobilisation begins.
President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
has repeatedly emphasised the 
importance of strong grassroots 
structures as the foundation of na-
tional development and political 
stability.
The President’s philosophy of 
“Nyika inovakwa nevene vayo” 
has become one of the guiding 
principles of the Second Republic.
“Nyika inovakwa nevene vayo 
ichitongwa nevene vayo pasina 
anosara kana nzvimbo inosara.”
This philosophy, which translates 
to “A country is built by its own peo-
ple and governed by its own peo-
ple, leaving no one and no place 
behind,” has increasingly become 
central to the party’s mobilisation 
strategy.
In Harare Province, members of 

DCC 6 Madzimbamuto District 
gathered at Sharks Business Cen-
tre where new members were wel-
comed into the party during the 
verification exercise.
Party officials said every member 
is expected to belong to and ac-
tively participate within a cell struc-
ture.
“All programmes, responsibilities 
and challenges should first be ad-
dressed at the lowest and most 
important structure of the party,” 
officials said during the commem-
orations.
In Mashonaland East Province, 
Pfungwe legislator Hon. Tichaona 
Karimazondo participated in the 
verification exercise at his Nyat-
soko Branch cell.
Addressing party supporters, Kari-
mazondo praised community sup-
port for Constitution Amendment 
Bill No. 3 and linked grassroots 
participation to the country’s Vi-
sion 2030 agenda.
He also announced the com-

mencement of the construction of 
Mungari Secondary School and a 
clinic in the constituency.
The legislator said the projects 
were consistent with President 
Mnangagwa’s development phi-
losophy.
In Chipinge, Presidential Invest-
ment Advisor and ZANU-PF Cen-
tral Committee member Dr Paul 
Tungwarara joined party members 
at Gaza Primary School.
He described the verification exer-
cise as fundamental to the party’s 
organisational strength.
“This remains a cornerstone initia-
tive for our revolutionary party, en-
suring a meticulous and robust au-
dit of our grassroots membership.”
Dr Tungwarara said effective lead-
ership begins within communities.
“True leadership is anchored in 
community, and indeed, charity 
begins at home.”
He also welcomed the progress of 
Constitution Amendment Bill No. 
3, describing it as a people-driven 

process that reflects the will of cit-
izens.
Meanwhile, in Mutare, business-
man and ZANU-PF provincial 
leader Dr David Munowenyu de-
scribed National Cell Day as one 
of the most important programmes 
on the party calendar.
“The cell is the foundation of ZA-
NU-PF, and a strong foundation 
guarantees a stronger party.”
Dr Munowenyu attributed the large 
turnout across the country to con-
fidence in President Mnangagwa’s 
leadership.
“The overwhelming response by 
the people is a direct reflection 
of the great work that President 
Mnangagwa has been doing since 
the advent of the Second Repub-
lic.”
Political analysts say National 
Cell Day serves several important 
functions.
Firstly, it enables the party to up-
date and verify its membership da-
tabase.
Secondly, it strengthens commu-
nication between leadership and 
ordinary members.
Thirdly, it allows the party to iden-
tify local challenges and develop-
ment priorities at community level.
Most importantly, it reinforces par-
ty discipline and organisational co-
hesion.
The exercise also reflects Presi-
dent Mnangagwa’s long-standing 
emphasis on grassroots mobilisa-
tion.
Speaking at various party gath-
erings over the years, President 
Mnangagwa has consistently ar-
gued that strong cells produce 
strong branches, strong districts 
and ultimately a strong party.
“The cell is the engine room of the 
party. Our strength lies with the 
people at grassroots level.”
As Zimbabwe moves toward Vi-
sion 2030, the ruling party contin-
ues to place significant emphasis 
on community structures, devel-
opment programmes and citizen 
participation.
The June 27 National Cell Day ex-
ercise demonstrated that despite 
changing political and economic 
conditions, ZANU-PF continues to 
regard its grassroots structures as 
the foundation of its organisational 
strength.
For the ruling party, political mobil-
isation begins at the cell.
And on National Cell Day, millions 
of members returned to where the 
party believes its strength truly re-
sides , the grassroots.

 CELL BY CELL: HOW ZANU-PF IS
 REBUILDING ITS GRASSROOTS POWER

National Cell Day reinforces the party’s foundation ahead of Vision 2030
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By Talkmore F. Mapfumo and 
Abel Karowangoro 
Three decades after Zimbabwe-
ans began crossing the Limpo-
po River in significant numbers, 
one of Southern Africa’s largest 
migration movements may be 
entering a new chapter.
Businessman, philanthropist and 
ZANU-PF Central Committee 
member Dr Kudakwashe Tagwirei, 
through his Bridging Gaps Foun-
dation, has pledged US$1 million 
to support the voluntary repatri-
ation of Zimbabweans in South 
Africa amid growing anti-migrant 
tensions and concerns over xeno-
phobic violence.
The contribution, channelled 
through Zimbabwe’s Department 
of Civil Protection, is intended to 
assist up to 20,000 Zimbabweans 
who may wish to return home as 
uncertainty grows ahead of the 
June 30 deadline and increasing 
pressure on migrants in South Af-
rica.
The announcement has revived a 
wider conversation about migra-
tion, identity, economics and be-
longing in Southern Africa.
Three Decades of Movement
According to figures released by 
South Africa’s Statistician-General 
Risenga Maluleke, the Zimbabwe-
an population in South Africa has 
expanded dramatically over the 
past 30 years.
In 1996, approximately 80,000 
Zimbabweans lived in South Afri-
ca, representing 10 percent of the 
country’s foreign-born population.
By 2001, as Zimbabwe’s econom-
ic difficulties deepened, the figure 
doubled to 161,000.
By 2010, Zimbabweans had be-
come South Africa’s largest for-
eign nationality group, numbering 
more than 818,000 people.
The 2022 Census estimated that 
nearly half of South Africa’s 2.4 
million foreign nationals are Zim-
babwean, representing approxi-
mately 1.16 million people.
The figures illustrate one of the 
largest population movements in 
post-independence Southern Afri-
ca.
A Migration Without War
The latest figures have generated 
fierce debate on social media and 
within political circles.
One commentator argued:
“There was no war in Zimbabwe in 
2000. If there was a war, refugees 
would have also gone to Zambia, 
Mozambique and Botswana.”
The remarks reflect a view held by 
some South Africans that Zimba-
bwean migration was largely eco-
nomic rather than humanitarian.
Zimbabwe did not experience a 
conventional civil war.
 However, economic decline, hy-

perinflation, political instability, 
shrinking employment opportuni-
ties and deteriorating public ser-
vices pushed many citizens to 
seek livelihoods elsewhere.
South Africa’s relatively larger 
economy became the primary 
destination.
Economic Anxiety and Scape-
goating
Another social media contributor 
questioned the tendency to blame 
migrants for South Africa’s eco-
nomic challenges.
“That’s just about 3% of the pop-
ulation, so how can you blame a 
whole destabilisation of a $400 bil-
lion economy on such a minuscule 
portion? Smells like scapegoat-
ing.”
South Africa continues to battle 
high unemployment, energy short-
ages, slow economic growth and 
persistent inequality.
While immigration places pressure 
on public services and local com-
munities, many analysts argue 
that structural economic problems 
cannot be attributed solely to mi-
grants.
Nevertheless, migration has be-

come one of the country’s most 
politically sensitive issues.
Questions Over the Numbers
Others have questioned whether 
official statistics accurately reflect 
the true scale of migration.
“The 1996 figure is likely a gross 
under-estimate. A lot of foreigners 
obtained SA documentation under 
their new dispensation then.”
Such concerns reflect broader de-
bates over migration data, undoc-
umented populations and border 
management.
At the same time, distrust of insti-
tutions remains high.
One social media commentator 
stated:
“Any figures from ANC institutions 
or their deployees cannot be trust-
ed.”
The comments highlight a growing 
regional challenge: declining pub-
lic confidence in official statistics 
and institutions.
Tagwirei’s Intervention
Against this backdrop, Dr Kudak-
washe Tagwirei’s intervention has 
introduced a new dimension to the 
debate.
According to correspondence from 

the Ministry of Local Government 
and Public Works dated June 26, 
authorities acknowledged receipt 
of the donation and described it 
as a timely intervention to assist 
Zimbabwean nationals affected by 
anti-migrant tensions.
The Ministry requested the Bridg-
ing Gaps Foundation to facilitate 
procurement procedures and co-
ordinate the handover of buses 
that will assist in transporting re-
turning citizens through Beitbridge 
and other routes.
Supporters of the initiative view it 
as a humanitarian response de-
signed to protect vulnerable Zim-
babweans.
Critics, however, argue that long-
term solutions require economic 
recovery and job creation inside 
Zimbabwe itself.
A Regional Challenge
Migration is no longer simply a 
Zimbabwe-South Africa issue.
Zimbabwean communities have 
established themselves across 
Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, 
Namibia and Eswatini, making mi-
gration one of Southern Africa’s 
defining policy questions.
The Southern African Develop-
ment Community faces growing 
pressure to balance regional in-
tegration, labour mobility, border 
management and social stability.
For many families, migration has 
become a survival strategy.
Remittances continue to support 
households, pay school fees and 
sustain communities across Zim-
babwe.
At the same time, host countries 
face increasing pressure on hous-
ing, healthcare, education and 
employment.
The Road Ahead
The proposed repatriation pro-
gramme may offer immediate re-
lief to Zimbabweans who feel un-
safe or vulnerable.
However, the broader questions 
remain unresolved.
Why did more than a million Zim-
babweans leave home?
What conditions would encour-
age their return?
Can Southern Africa develop re-
gional solutions to migration while 
addressing economic inequality 
and social tensions?
As buses prepare to move and 
governments seek answers, one 
reality remains clear.
The Zimbabwean migration story 
is no longer simply about crossing 
a border.
It is about the future of Southern 
Africa itself.

THE GREAT SOUTHERN MIGRATION
Tagwirei’s US$1 Million Repatriation Fund Puts 

Zimbabwe’s Diaspora Debate Back in Focus
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By Hurumende Crime Desk 
Police have launched investi-
gations into a violent assault 
allegedly involving members of 
the Bolt Cutter bus crew follow-
ing the circulation of a disturb-
ing video on social media show-
ing passengers being attacked 
at Musami Cross in Domborem-
budzi.
The footage, which has generated 
widespread outrage, shows two 
men repeatedly kicking a passen-
ger on the head while he lies help-
lessly on the ground.
The victim appears unable to de-
fend himself during the assault 
and is later seen struggling to 
stand, raising fears that he may 
have sustained serious injuries.
National police spokesperson As-
sistant Commissioner Paul Nyathi 
confirmed that investigations into 
the incident were underway.
“Reference is made to the vid-
eo circulating on social media in 
which members of the Bolt Cutter 
Bus Crew are seen violently as-
saulting passengers at Musami 
Cross, Domborembudzi,” said As-
sistant Commissioner Nyathi.
He said the footage depicts two 
members of the group repeatedly 
assaulting a passenger who was 
lying helplessly on the ground.

“The footage depicts two members 
of the group repeatedly and brutal-
ly kicking one of the passengers 
on the head while he was lying 
helplessly on the ground. 
Following the attack, the victim 
appears disoriented, unstable and 
seemingly unconscious, raising 
concern over the possibility of seri-
ous injuries,” said Nyathi.
Assistant Commissioner Nyathi 
said police investigators were 
working to establish the full circum-
stances surrounding the incident 
and identify all those involved.

“The Zimbabwe Republic Police 
has taken note of the incident and 
investigations are currently under-
way to establish the full circum-
stances surrounding the matter 
and identify all persons involved.”
He assured the public that the law 
would take its course.
“The public is assured that appro-
priate action will be taken in ac-
cordance with the law. The Zim-
babwe Republic Police strongly 
condemns all forms of violence, 
disorderly conduct and acts that 
endanger human life and public 

safety. 
“Anyone found responsible for the 
assault will be dealt with without 
fear or favour,” said Nyathi.
The incident has sparked wide-
spread condemnation on social 
media, with members of the pub-
lic demanding swift action against 
those responsible.
Violence involving some public 
transport crews has remained a 
concern in several areas, with pas-
senger disputes and fare disagree-
ments occasionally escalating into 
physical confrontations.
Police have appealed to anyone 
with information that may assist in-
vestigations to report to their near-
est police station or contact the 
National Complaints Desk.
Assistant Commissioner Nyathi 
urged members of the public to 
cooperate with investigators.
“Members of the public with in-
formation that may assist investi-
gations are encouraged to report 
at any nearest police station or 
contact the National Complaints 
Desk.”
The National Complaints Desk can 
be reached on telephone number 
0242 703631 or via WhatsApp on 
0712 800 197.

By Hurumende Crime Desk 
Police are searching for a Bonda Girls High 
School teacher who is accused of sexually 
abusing female students, with authorities 
appealing to members of the public for in-
formation that may lead to his arrest.
The suspect, identified as Anesu Mautsa (48), 
is alleged to have sexually abused several fe-
male learners at the school.
National police spokesperson Commissioner 
Paul Nyathi confirmed that investigations into 
the allegations are underway.
“Police are looking for Bonda Girls High School 
teacher Anesu Mautsa (48), who is wanted in 
connection with allegations of sexually abusing 
female students. Investigations are currently 
underway, and members of the public with in-
formation that may assist in locating the sus-
pect are urged to report to the nearest police 
station,” said Commissioner Nyathi.
Police did not immediately disclose the number 
of complainants involved or the period during 
which the alleged offences are said to have oc-
curred.
The allegations have sent shockwaves through 
the school community and raised fresh con-
cerns about the safety and welfare of learners 
in educational institutions.
School authorities said the alleged abuse in-
volved several students and that measures 
were being implemented to strengthen learner 
protection systems.
In a statement, the school said it was reviewing 
its security procedures and support structures.
The school also indicated that counselling ser-
vices for affected learners were being strength-

ened while the Child Protection Committee 
was being reactivated to improve safeguarding 
mechanisms.
School officials said the measures were intend-
ed to ensure the safety and wellbeing of learn-
ers and to provide support to those who may 
have been affected.
The case has once again brought attention to 
child protection issues within schools and the 

importance of reporting suspected abuse.
Authorities have encouraged victims, parents 
and community members to cooperate with in-
vestigators and report any information that may 
assist police inquiries.
Commissioner Nyathi appealed to members of 
the public to assist law enforcement agencies 
in locating the suspect.
Investigations into the matter are continuing.

POLICE HUNT BUS CREW MEMBERS OVER BRUTAL ASSAULT

Bonda Teacher Wanted in Student Abuse Probe
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 By Talkmore F Mapfumo 
The Murehwa Town Board has 
taken a decisive step to curb il-
legal land allocations, common-
ly referred to as sabhuku deals, 
by issuing residential permits 
to residents who acquired land 
through approved procedures.
Speaking to Hurumende News 
Hub, Murehwa Town Board Chief 
Executive Officer Alois Gurajena 
said all residents living within the 
board’s jurisdiction are required to 
possess residential permits.
“All residents living within the 
boundaries of the Murehwa Town 
Board are supposed to have resi-
dential permits. 
This will make it easier for us 
whenever we want to plan for an 

area, to identify who settled legal-
ly or illegally and assess bona fide 
occupants who may deserve com-
pensation during regularisation 
processes.
“This is also important in curtail-
ing sabhuku deals, as council will 
not issue permits to people who 
settled without following proper 
procedures or who may have oc-
cupied land designated for other 
purposes.
“We are using statutory instru-
ments to guide this process,” said 
Gurajena.
He added that the board’s audit 
department is working closely with 
the Zimbabwe Republic Police 
(ZRP) to investigate cases involv-
ing illegal land allocations and un-

authorised parcelling out of land.
“The audit department is working 
with the Zimbabwe Republic Po-
lice to investigate cases of sabhu-
ku deals or land allocations con-
ducted outside due process and 
put an end to such activities,” he 
said.
Residents without residential per-
mits risk losing their investments 
when the local authority embarks 
on future regularisation exercises, 
as the permits will help determine 
bona fide occupants and distin-
guish legal settlers from those who 
acquired land through irregular 
means.

Murehwa Town Board Tightens Grip on Illegal ‘Sabhuku Deals’
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By Hurumende crime desk 
Police in Mutare have arrested 
a 28-year-old man for unlawful 
possession and dealing in dag-
ga following a raid at Nyamakate 
Industrial Area.
The suspect, identified as Samu-
el Carlos Tiengane, was arrested 
on June 26 after police allegedly 
recovered 122 cigarettes of dag-
ga and several sachets containing 
loose dagga.
National police spokesperson As-
sistant Commissioner Paul Nyathi 
confirmed the arrest.
“On 26 June 2026, police in Mu-

tare arrested Samuel Carlos Tien-
gane (28) at Nyamakate Industrial 
Area for unlawful possession and 
dealing in dagga. 
“The suspect was found in pos-
session of 122 cigarettes of dagga 
and several sachets of loose dag-
ga,” said Assistant Commissioner 
Nyathi.
Police did not immediately disclose 
the street value of the recovered 
substances or indicate whether 
the suspect was acting alone.
The arrest comes as law enforce-
ment agencies continue to intensi-
fy operations against drug traffick-

ing and substance abuse across 
the country.
Authorities have repeatedly ex-
pressed concern over the increas-
ing availability and abuse of illicit 
substances, particularly among 
young people, warning that drug 
abuse poses serious social, health 
and security challenges.
Assistant Commissioner Nyathi 
said the Zimbabwe Republic Po-
lice remains committed to combat-
ing drug and substance abuse and 
bringing offenders to justice.
The suspect is expected to appear 
in court facing charges related to 

the unlawful possession and deal-
ing in dangerous drugs.
Police have urged members of the 
public to continue cooperating with 
law enforcement agencies by re-
porting individuals involved in drug 
trafficking and substance abuse 
activities.
The Zimbabwe Republic Police 
has intensified awareness cam-
paigns under its anti-drug and 
substance abuse programme as 
authorities seek to curb the spread 
of illicit drugs in communities.
Investigations into the matter are 
continuing.

MAN ARRESTED IN MUTARE OVER DAGGA DEALING

By Staff Reporter
NetOne has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to supporting children 
battling cancer and promot-
ing community development 
through the inaugural Ne-
tOne-KIDZCAN Golf Tourna-
ment held at Bulawayo Country 
Club.
Speaking at the conclusion of 
the tournament, NetOne Group 
Chief Executive Officer Engineer 
Raphael Mushanawani said the 
event was not merely about golf, 
but about bringing hope to children 
and families facing the challenges 
of cancer.
The tournament brought together 
corporate partners, golfers, spon-
sors and members of the commu-
nity in support of KIDZCAN, an 
organisation that provides assis-
tance to children affected by can-
cer.
“It was about giving hope to chil-
dren battling cancer. It was about 
standing with families facing one 
of life’s most difficult challenges. It 

was about demonstrating the pow-
er of compassion and collective 
action,” Mushanawani said.
He said every participant and sup-
porter became part of a shared 
mission to improve the lives of 
children receiving support from 
KIDZCAN.
Mushanawani commended KID-
ZCAN for its continued work in 
providing advocacy, treatment 
support, awareness and care to 
children diagnosed with cancer.
He noted that despite the challeng-
es they face, children battling can-
cer continue to demonstrate cour-
age, resilience and determination, 
inspiring communities across the 
country.
The NetOne chief executive said 
the telecommunications company 
views connectivity as extending 
beyond technology to include con-
necting communities to opportuni-
ties, partnerships to purpose and 
people to hope.
“As NetOne, we believe that con-
nectivity goes beyond technology. 

While we connect people through 
communication, we also believe in 
connecting communities to oppor-
tunities, connecting partnerships 
to purpose and connecting people 
to hope,” he said.
He said the tournament demon-
strated the importance of collabo-
ration among businesses, institu-
tions and individuals in addressing 
social challenges and supporting 
vulnerable communities.
Mushanawani also said the initia-
tive aligns with the national devel-
opment agenda, including Vision 
2030 and the National Develop-
ment Strategy 2, which prioritise 
healthcare, social protection and 
inclusive development.
He reiterated NetOne’s commit-
ment to supporting national de-
velopment through investments in 
healthcare, education, community 
development and empowerment 
initiatives.
The CEO said the golf tournament 
reflected the importance of part-
nerships between Government, 

the private sector, civil society and 
communities in achieving sustain-
able development goals.
He added that the values associ-
ated with golf, including patience, 
discipline, focus and persever-
ance, mirror the determination dis-
played by children receiving sup-
port from KIDZCAN.
Mushanawani thanked KIDZCAN, 
sponsors, organisers, participants 
and supporters for contributing to 
the success of the event.
He said the true achievement of 
the tournament would be mea-
sured not by scores on the golf 
course, but by the lives touched, 
awareness created and hope re-
stored among children and fami-
lies affected by cancer.
The inaugural NetOne-KIDZCAN 
Golf Tournament is expected to 
strengthen partnerships aimed at 
improving the wellbeing of chil-
dren battling cancer while raising 
awareness about the importance 
of community support and health-
care advocacy in Zimbabwe.

NetOne, KIDZCAN Partnership Brings 
Hope to Children Battling Cancer
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By Shyline Majaji
HARARE — Zimbabwe’s quest 
for industrial revival has en-
tered a new phase after Gov-
ernment identified 15 priority 
agro-industrial value chains for 
targeted support, signalling a 
strategic shift towards domes-
tic production, value addition 
and export-led growth.
The move comes as policymak-
ers seek to reduce import depen-
dence, stimulate manufacturing 
and create stronger linkages be-
tween agriculture, mining and in-
dustry.
Speaking during the launch of the 
Confederation of Zimbabwe In-
dustries (CZI) 2025 Manufacturing 
Sector Survey, Industry and Com-
merce Minister Mangaliso Ndlovu 
described industrialisation, mining 
and agricultural transformation as 
mutually reinforcing pillars of eco-
nomic development.
“Industrialisation, mining and ag-
ricultural transformation are mutu-
ally reinforcing pillars of economic 
development.
“It is therefore no coincidence that 
Government has identified 15 pri-
ority agro-industrial value chains 
for targeted support and develop-
ment,” said Ndlovu.
The policy direction reflects a 
growing recognition that Zimba-
bwe’s economic transformation 
will depend less on exporting raw 
materials and more on developing 
integrated value chains that retain 
value within the country.
From Raw Materials to Finished 
Products
Agriculture supplies approximate-
ly 60 percent of the raw materials 
required by local industry, while 
manufacturing provides critical 
inputs necessary for agricultural 
production.
This interdependence has prompt-
ed Government to focus on sec-
tors where local processing can 
generate employment, boost ex-
ports and reduce imports.
Officials say the identified value 
chains have exposed supply gaps, 
infrastructure bottlenecks, invest-
ment opportunities and areas re-
quiring policy intervention.
The strategy seeks to increase do-
mestic production, accelerate val-
ue addition and beneficiation, and 
improve competitiveness in re-
gional and international markets.
The Mining-Manufacturing Con-
nection
The minister also highlighted the 
importance of mineral beneficia-
tion and downstream processing.
Despite Zimbabwe’s abundant 
mineral resources, much of the 
country’s mining output is export-

ed in raw or semi-processed form, 
limiting the economic benefits that 
can be retained locally.
Ndlovu said the mining sector re-
mains heavily dependent on im-
ported machinery, equipment and 
consumables, underscoring the 
need to build domestic manufac-
turing capacity.
The proposed development of 
Special Economic Zones based 
on mineral endowments and min-
ing activities is expected to attract 
investment into value-added in-
dustries and create opportunities 
for local manufacturers.
Manufacturing Recovery
Zimbabwe’s manufacturing sec-
tor has shown signs of resilience 
despite operating in a challenging 
economic environment.
According to the minister, manu-
facturing exports recorded during 
the first quarter of 2026 indicate 
growing competitiveness of Zim-
babwean products in regional and 
international markets.
However, manufactured goods 
still account for a relatively small 
share of total exports, highlighting 
the need for industrial upgrading, 
innovation and increased produc-
tivity.
Economists argue that expanding 
local processing capacity could 
significantly improve export earn-
ings while creating jobs through-
out supply chains.
Leveraging the African Continental 
Free Trade Area
Government also sees the Afri-
can Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) as an opportunity to ex-
pand markets for locally produced 
goods.
With access to a continental mar-

ket of more than 1.4 billion people, 
Zimbabwean industries are being 
encouraged to become more com-
petitive, productive and export-ori-
ented.
For Zimbabwean manufacturers, 
the agreement offers opportunities 
to diversify exports and integrate 
into regional supply chains.
However, industry experts caution 
that local companies must improve 
productivity and reduce production 
costs to compete effectively within 
the larger African market.
Local Content as Industrial Policy
Authorities are increasingly turning 
to local content policies to stimu-
late domestic production.
Government intends to progres-
sively introduce mandatory local 
content thresholds in strategic 
sectors to deepen value chains, 
create jobs and reduce import de-
pendence.
The approach is designed to en-
sure that domestic industries ben-
efit from economic activity gener-
ated within Zimbabwe.
Public procurement is also expect-
ed to play a significant role.
Officials argue that Government 
purchasing power can act as a cat-
alyst for local production by prior-
itising locally manufactured goods 
and services.
The Import Challenge
Zimbabwe’s import bill remains a 
major concern for policymakers.
The country continues to import 
large volumes of finished goods, 
machinery, equipment and con-
sumer products, placing pressure 
on foreign currency reserves and 
local manufacturers.
Ndlovu said the current level of im-
port dependence is unsustainable.

“Zimbabwe must produce more of 
what it consumes while exporting 
more of what it produces.”
Reducing imports while increas-
ing exports has become central 
to Government’s industrialisation 
agenda.
The Road Ahead
While the identification of priority 
value chains represents an import-
ant policy step, analysts say imple-
mentation will determine success.
Challenges such as access to fi-
nance, infrastructure deficits, en-
ergy shortages, high production 
costs and limited investment con-
tinue to affect industrial growth.
Nevertheless, the renewed empha-
sis on industrialisation suggests a 
shift from commodity dependence 
towards a production-based econ-
omy.
If successfully implemented, 
the value-chain strategy could 
strengthen manufacturing, create 
employment and improve Zimba-
bwe’s competitiveness within the 
regional economy.
For policymakers, the objective is 
clear: move Zimbabwe from being 
primarily a producer of raw mate-
rials to becoming a value-adding 
industrial economy.
Whether the strategy delivers its 
intended outcomes will depend on 
investment, policy consistency and 
the ability of industry to respond to 
emerging opportunities.
As Zimbabwe seeks to reindustri-
alise, the success of these 15 pri-
ority value chains may ultimately 
determine the pace and direction 
of the country’s economic transfor-
mation.

VALUE CHAINS TO VALUE CREATION
Government Bets on 15 Priority Agro-Industrial Sectors to Drive Zimbabwe’s Industrial Revival
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By Hurumende Business Desk 
Zimbabwe’s sugar industry is 
entering what could become its 
most transformative period in 
decades. Government approv-
al of the Zimbabwe Sugarcane 
Industry Development Plan 
(2026–2035) has set ambitious 
targets that extend far beyond 
sugar production, positioning 
the sector as a driver of energy 
security, export growth, indus-
trial development and rural in-
vestment.
The new strategy reflects a signif-
icant shift from viewing sugarcane 
solely as an agricultural commod-
ity to recognising it as a strategic 
industrial crop with the potential 
to influence multiple sectors of the 
economy. 
The plan envisages sugar output 
rising to 500,000 tonnes annually 
by 2035, while ethanol production 
is expected to increase to 600 mil-
lion litres.
 Electricity generation from the 
industry is targeted to reach 200 
megawatts, while sugar exports 
are projected to rise to 200,000 
tonnes annually. 
Achieving these goals could re-
quire investments estimated at be-
tween US$600 million and US$900 
million over the next decade.
Zimbabwe currently produces ap-
proximately 400,000 tonnes of 
sugar annually and around 155 
million litres of ethanol. 
The government’s targets there-
fore represent a substantial ex-
pansion of the industry and will 
require significant investment in 
irrigation systems, improved seed 
varieties, milling capacity, ethanol 
distilleries and power generation 
infrastructure. 
The Lowveld sugar estates, which 
have long formed the backbone of 
the country’s sugar industry, are 
expected to become the centre of 
this transformation.
One of the most important aspects 
of the development plan is the ex-
pansion of ethanol production.
 Zimbabwe’s E20 fuel blending 
policy has already created a do-
mestic market for ethanol, linking 
agriculture directly with the coun-
try’s energy sector. 
Increasing ethanol production to 
600 million litres annually could 
satisfy local demand while also 
opening export opportunities with-
in the Southern African region 
as neighbouring countries seek 
cleaner and more sustainable fuel 
alternatives. 
This expansion could help reduce 
foreign currency expenditure on 

imported fuel while generating 
additional export earnings for the 
country.
The plan also places considerable 
emphasis on electricity genera-
tion through the use of bagasse, 
a fibrous by-product of sugarcane 
processing that can be used as 
biomass fuel. 
Current cogeneration capacity 
within the sugar sector remains 
relatively modest, but the target of 
producing 200 megawatts by 2035 
would transform the industry into 
an important contributor to Zimba-
bwe’s energy supply. 
Additional power generation could 
help ease pressure on the national 
grid, improve energy reliability for 
industry and support broader eco-
nomic activity.
The scale of the proposed trans-
formation presents substantial 
opportunities for investors. Sig-
nificant capital will be required to 
expand irrigation infrastructure, 
modernise agricultural operations, 
build new ethanol production facil-
ities, develop cogeneration plants 
and improve transport and logis-
tics systems. 
Industry estimates suggest that 
the investment requirement could 
range between US$600 million 
and US$900 million over the life of 
the programme. 
The next few years are likely to 
prove critical, as many of these in-
vestments involve long implemen-
tation periods before production 
gains can be realised.
Despite the opportunities, the in-
dustry also faces important chal-
lenges. 
The sugar sector continues to op-
erate within an environment where 

taxation measures aimed at reduc-
ing sugar consumption have been 
introduced.
 At the same time, regional trade 
discussions and possible tar-
iff measures could influence the 
competitiveness of Zimbabwean 
sugar exports. 
These developments create a 
complex policy environment in 
which efforts to encourage invest-
ment and expansion must be bal-
anced against health, fiscal and 
trade considerations.
The development plan neverthe-
less carries significant implications 
for employment creation and rural 
economic growth. 
Expanded sugarcane production 
could generate additional demand 
for farm labour, transport services, 
engineering companies and agri-
cultural suppliers.
 Smallholder farmers may also 
benefit through increased partici-
pation in sugar value chains linked 
to sugar production, ethanol man-
ufacturing and electricity genera-
tion.
 Such developments have the po-
tential to stimulate economic ac-
tivity across the Lowveld and sur-
rounding communities.
The approval of the Sugarcane 
Industry Development Plan sends 
a strong signal that government 
views the sugar industry as a stra-
tegic sector capable of supporting 
agriculture, manufacturing, energy 
production and export growth si-
multaneously. 
However, the success of the strat-
egy will ultimately depend on the 
availability of financing, investor 
confidence, infrastructure devel-
opment and policy consistency 

over the coming decade.
Zimbabwe’s sugar industry now 
stands at an important crossroads. 
The decisions taken during the 
next few years will determine 
whether the country succeeds in 
unlocking a new phase of agri-
cultural industrialisation and rural 
development or misses one of its 
most significant investment oppor-
tunities. 
The coming decade may ultimate-
ly prove that sugar is no longer 
simply an agricultural commodity, 
but a catalyst for broader econom-
ic transformation.
The Sugar Gold Rush
How Zimbabwe’s new sugar strat-
egy could unlock up to US$900 
million in investment._
By Hurumende Business Desk 
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By Tsitsi Ndabambi 
The local agricultural leadership 
has issued an urgent directive to 
farmers nationwide, calling for 
immediate season preparations 
as forecasters warn that a pos-
sible Super El Niño could bring 
crippling dry spells and extreme 
heat during the 2026/2027 farm-
ing season.
The alert was first issued at the 
Agricultural Research Council 
(ARC) Agri-Innovation Field Day, 
held in Harare on June 12, 2026, 
under the theme “Bridging the Gap 
among Farmer, Research, Exten-
sion, Industry, Policy, and Con-
sumer,” with a single message for 
smallholder farmers to take action 
before the rains come or face the 
consequences.
Permanent Secretary of the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Mechanization, 
and Water Resources Develop-
ment, Prof. Dr. Obert Jiri, set the 
tone through his representative, 
Chief Director Dr. Dumisani Kuty-
wayo, who told the delegates that 
readiness for shifting weather pat-
terns was no longer a choice.
“We must employ resilient agricul-
tural practices and climate-smart 
technologies to prepare and miti-
gate against the possible effects 
of these weather extremes. This 
is our most immediate task,” Dr. 
Kutywayo said, speaking on be-
half of Prof. Jiri.
The ministry’s stance leaves little 
space for doubt. Climate change 
is no longer a distant threat but an 
active force affecting how farm-
ers grow food today. Zimbabwe’s 
farming sector is facing challeng-
ing conditions due to recurring 
droughts, El Niño-driven heat 
waves, erratic rains, and new pest 
and disease concerns.
El Niño is a recurring warming 
of the Pacific Ocean surface wa-
ters that scrambles weather pat-
terns across the globe. In south-
ern Africa, including Zimbabwe, 
these episodes typically bring 
below-normal rainfall, extended 
dry stretches, soaring tempera-
tures, and a heightened chance of 
drought, which are all damaging 
for a nation where farming sus-
tains rural livelihoods and feeds 
the population.
A super El Niño, the most extreme 
phase of the phenomena, has the 
potential to wipe out entire sea-
sons of rain-dependent harvests 
for those unprepared.
Forecasters predict El Niño condi-
tions for the forthcoming season, 
prompting the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and the ARC to increase out-
reach and support to farmers na-
tionwide.
Agricultural expert Ivan Craig, also 
known as Mudhumeni Mukuru, 

reminded the farmers at the field 
day that the current dry spell is a 
working period, not a time to take 
a break and relax.
“Now is the time to begin Pfum-
vudza and conservation agricul-
ture preparations, digging planting 
basins, applying compost and ma-
nure, and getting plots ready well 
before the first rains arrive,” Craig 
said. “As we are preparing our 
season, let’s make sure we go in 
early. Let’s prepare our Pfumvud-
za plots early, and let’s make sure 
we put enough mulch so that when 
the water falls, most of it is trapped 
and gets into the soil.”
Start winter plowing right away. 
Don’t wait for rainfall. Ploughing 
now loosens hardened soil and 
boosts water absorption once rain 
arrives, a key factor in a season 
expected to bring less of it.
Set up Pfumvudza and conserva-
tion agriculture plots. Pfumvudza 
relies on small, carefully tended 
planting basins. Under El Niño 
conditions, this approach outper-
forms ordinary broadcast plant-
ing by concentrating seed, water, 
and nutrients exactly where crops 
need them.
Dig planting basins ahead of time. 
Preparing basins now, during the 
dry months, eases the workload 
when planting begins and ensures 
they’re ready the moment rains ar-
rive.
Spread compost and manure early. 
Organic material boosts the soil’s 
capacity to hold water, essential 
when rainfall is patchy or scarce. 
Farmers should work compost and 
manure into basins ahead of plant-
ing rather than leaving it until the 
last moment.
Mulch heavily. Mulching ranks 
among the most effective drought 
defenses. A dense mulch layer 
cuts evaporation, keeps soil damp 
between rain events, and chokes 
out weeds.
Choose fast-maturing, drought-re-
sistant seed varieties. Research 
showcased at the field day fea-
tured ultra-early maize types able 
to finish their growth cycle in a 
shorter span, a major edge in sea-
sons where rain comes late or 
stops early.

One standout development at the 
field day was the rollout of six cli-
mate-resilient maize varieties, 
born from a partnership between 
Zimbabwe’s National Agricultural 
Research and Extension Services 
(NARES), local seed firms, and 
the African Agricultural Technolo-
gy Foundation (AATF) through its 
Technologies for African Agricul-
tural Transformation (TAAT) initia-
tive. AATF works across 32 African 
nations from its Nairobi headquar-
ters.
“Many farmers have managed 
to understand how to use the cli-
mate-smart maize varieties, and 
they are performing very well be-
cause of the training we have 
been doing,” said Talent Ndige of 
Zadzamatura Seeds.
Gilbert Otieno, AATF’s Seed Sys-
tems Assistant, pointed to a gain 
that goes beyond output alone: 
“We are also deploying technolo-
gy bundles, including the use of a 
pro-vitamin A base variety that is 
rich in iron.” This tackles hunger 
and nutrition gaps in communities 
likely to face food shortages during 
an El Niño season.
Farmers are urged to favor 
drought-tolerant maize bred to 
hold yield under water-scarce con-
ditions; fast-maturing types that 
wrap up their growth cycle before 
mid-season dry spells set in; vari-
eties bred to resist fall armyworm 
and stem borer, pests that grow 
more aggressive under heat and 
drought; and pro-vitamin A maize 
fortified with iron to bolster house-
hold nutrition during lean months.
Ivan Craig, who toured the ARC 
trial plots, remarked on the scale 
of variety development underway: 
“There is a lot of work happen-
ing here, ultra-early varieties to 
long-season varieties, promising 
good protein content and balanced 
nutrition to satisfy our nutrition se-
curity as a nation.”
Beyond season-specific readi-
ness, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Government of Zimba-
bwe have taken steps to tackle 
climate vulnerability at a structural 
level through irrigation expansion, 
a lasting safeguard against rain-
fed farming’s exposure to El Niño 

shocks.
Through the Agricultural Marketing 
Fund (AMF), created under Stat-
utory Instrument 87 of 2025, the 
government has set aside revenue 
from the Grain Import Levy specif-
ically for agricultural development, 
with irrigation topping the list of pri-
orities.
 So far, AMF funds have financed 
roughly 850 hectares of irrigated 
land nationwide, with further proj-
ects in the pipeline.
The Glen Somerset Irrigation 
Scheme in Murehwa District, 
Mashonaland East Province, is 
the first site featured in the AMF’s 
inaugural Impact Assessment and 
Media Tour, a transparency drive 
meant to show how levy funds are 
turning into tangible national as-
sets.
The Secretary for Provincial Af-
fairs and Devolution for Masho-
naland East said irrigation devel-
opment “reduces dependence on 
rain-fed agriculture and enables 
farmers to produce throughout the 
year despite the effects of climate 
change.” The timing matters: in-
frastructure being built now will be 
running exactly when El Niño con-
ditions could cause rains to fail.
The ARC, formed under the Agri-
cultural Research Act (Cap 18.05), 
functions as Zimbabwe’s leading 
body for coordinating agricultural 
research. ARC Director Dr. Cos-
mos Magorokosho described its 
mission as uniting multidisciplinary 
teams across academia, farm-
ing communities, government re-
search institutes, and the private 
sector to jointly develop solutions 
for the nation’s biggest agricultural 
challenges.
The field day honored top perform-
ers: in Field Demo Plots, Kutsa-
ga Research Station came first, 
trailed by Marondera Horticulture 
Research Station and Henderson 
Research. In exhibitions, the Uni-
versity of Zimbabwe AgroIndustri-
al Park took top spot, followed by 
Kutsaga and EASI Seeds.
The bottom line, according to cli-
mate scientists, government of-
ficials, and agricultural experts 
alike, is that the 2026/2027 sea-
son calls for rare urgency. The 
stretch between now and the first 
rains isn’t downtime; it’s the most 
decisive period on the farming cal-
endar.
The tools are in place. Climate-re-
silient varieties are on the market. 
Conservation agriculture methods 
are tested and proven. Extension 
support is on the ground. Irrigation 
infrastructure continues to grow.
What’s left is action from individual 
farmers, starting now, ahead of the 
rains.

Farmers Alerted to Brace Up for El Niño Now

Dr Masuka Professor Jiri
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By Hurumende Business Desk 
Old Mutual Zimbabwe has in-
vested more than US$170 mil-
lion into agriculture, mining 
and other strategic sectors this 
year, reinforcing its position as 
one of the country’s largest in-
stitutional investors and a ma-
jor financier of economic devel-
opment projects.
The financial services group said 
the investments are aimed at sup-
porting productive sectors of the 
economy while contributing to in-
dustrialisation, infrastructure de-
velopment and long-term econom-
ic growth.
The latest investments come as 
Zimbabwe seeks to attract capital 
into productive industries under 
the National Development Strate-
gy 1 and efforts to accelerate val-
ue addition, beneficiation and pri-
vate-sector-led growth.
According to the company, ap-
proximately US$80 million has 
been directed toward mining proj-
ects, including investments in gold 
and chrome operations, while an 
additional US$90 million has been 
committed to agriculture and relat-
ed value chains.
Old Mutual said the investments 
demonstrate its long-term confi-
dence in Zimbabwe’s economy 
despite prevailing macroeconomic 
challenges. 
The company indicated that it is 

exploring new opportunities to 
strengthen collaboration with Gov-
ernment and industry in support of 
national economic priorities.
The investments span several 
strategic sectors, including ag-
riculture, mining, infrastructure, 
renewable energy and small and 
medium enterprises. 
The financial services group said 
its investment portfolio aligns with 
Government’s industrialisation 
agenda and efforts to promote val-
ue addition and inclusive econom-
ic growth.
Zimbabwe’s mining industry re-
mains a key source of export earn-
ings and foreign currency gener-
ation, with increasing demand for 
investment in production, process-
ing and supporting infrastructure. 
Old Mutual noted that it now ac-
counts for a significant share of 
electricity generated by indepen-
dent power producers operating 
in Zimbabwe, underscoring the 
growing role of private capital in 
addressing energy shortages.
The company said investments in 
renewable energy projects are ex-
pected to improve energy security 
while supporting industrial produc-
tivity.
Beyond mining and agriculture, 
Old Mutual has expanded invest-
ments in property and infrastruc-
ture development. 
The company has financed sever-

al commercial developments, in-
cluding retail, office and mixed-use 
projects that contribute to urban 
development and employment 
creation.
Its property portfolio includes 
some of Zimbabwe’s most prom-
inent commercial developments, 
while its infrastructure investments 
continue to support economic ac-
tivity across multiple sectors.
Agriculture remains another ma-
jor focus area. The company has 
supported farming operations, 
agricultural financing and invest-
ments across agro-processing 
value chains at a time when Gov-
ernment is promoting agro-indus-
trial development as a key pillar of 
economic transformation.
Investment in agricultural value 
chains is expected to strengthen 
food security, improve productivity 
and create downstream industrial 
opportunities.
Old Mutual said it remains encour-
aged by efforts to maintain macro-
economic stability and create an 
environment conducive to invest-
ment. 
The group said it is committed to 
supporting Zimbabwe’s develop-
ment agenda through long-term 
capital allocation and strategic in-
vestments.
Economists note that large insti-
tutional investors such as pension 
funds and insurance companies 

play a critical role in financing pro-
ductive sectors because of their 
ability to deploy long-term capital. 
The investments also reflect grow-
ing private-sector participation in 
infrastructure, energy and industri-
al development.
Despite increased investment ac-
tivity, challenges remain, including 
exchange-rate volatility, high oper-
ating costs, infrastructure deficits 
and limited access to affordable 
long-term financing. Business 
leaders have consistently called 
for policy consistency, stable mac-
roeconomic conditions and regula-
tory certainty to encourage greater 
investment.
However, the latest investment 
commitments suggest that major 
institutional investors continue to 
view Zimbabwe’s productive sec-
tors as offering long-term opportu-
nities.
As Zimbabwe seeks to accelerate 
economic growth and industriali-
sation, investments by large finan-
cial institutions are expected to 
play an increasingly important role 
in supporting mining, agriculture, 
infrastructure and energy develop-
ment.
For Old Mutual, the US$170 mil-
lion commitment represents both 
an investment in strategic sectors 
and a vote of confidence in Zimba-
bwe’s economic potential.

From previous page
the centre of this transforma-
tion.
One of the most important aspects 
of the development plan is the ex-
pansion of ethanol production.
 Zimbabwe’s E20 fuel blending 
policy has already created a do-
mestic market for ethanol, linking 
agriculture directly with the coun-
try’s energy sector. 
Increasing ethanol production to 
600 million litres annually could 
satisfy local demand while also 
opening export opportunities with-
in the Southern African region 
as neighbouring countries seek 
cleaner and more sustainable fuel 
alternatives. 
This expansion could help reduce 
foreign currency expenditure on 
imported fuel while generating 
additional export earnings for the 
country.
The plan also places considerable 
emphasis on electricity genera-
tion through the use of bagasse, 
a fibrous by-product of sugarcane 
processing that can be used as 
biomass fuel. 
Current cogeneration capacity 
within the sugar sector remains 
relatively modest, but the target of 

producing 200 megawatts by 2035 
would transform the industry into 
an important contributor to Zimba-
bwe’s energy supply. 
Additional power generation could 
help ease pressure on the national 
grid, improve energy reliability for 
industry and support broader eco-
nomic activity.
The scale of the proposed trans-
formation presents substantial 
opportunities for investors. Sig-
nificant capital will be required to 
expand irrigation infrastructure, 
modernise agricultural operations, 
build new ethanol production facil-
ities, develop cogeneration plants 
and improve transport and logis-
tics systems. 
Industry estimates suggest that 
the investment requirement could 
range between US$600 million 
and US$900 million over the life of 
the programme. 
The next few years are likely to 
prove critical, as many of these in-
vestments involve long implemen-
tation periods before production 
gains can be realised.
Despite the opportunities, the in-
dustry also faces important chal-
lenges. 
The sugar sector continues to op-

erate within an environment where 
taxation measures aimed at reduc-
ing sugar consumption have been 
introduced.
 At the same time, regional trade 
discussions and possible tar-
iff measures could influence the 
competitiveness of Zimbabwean 
sugar exports. 
These developments create a 
complex policy environment in 
which efforts to encourage invest-
ment and expansion must be bal-
anced against health, fiscal and 
trade considerations.
The development plan neverthe-
less carries significant implications 
for employment creation and rural 
economic growth. 
Expanded sugarcane production 
could generate additional demand 
for farm labour, transport services, 
engineering companies and agri-
cultural suppliers.
 Smallholder farmers may also 
benefit through increased partici-
pation in sugar value chains linked 
to sugar production, ethanol man-
ufacturing and electricity genera-
tion.
 Such developments have the po-
tential to stimulate economic ac-
tivity across the Lowveld and sur-

rounding communities.
The approval of the Sugarcane 
Industry Development Plan sends 
a strong signal that government 
views the sugar industry as a stra-
tegic sector capable of supporting 
agriculture, manufacturing, energy 
production and export growth si-
multaneously. 
However, the success of the strat-
egy will ultimately depend on the 
availability of financing, investor 
confidence, infrastructure devel-
opment and policy consistency 
over the coming decade.
Zimbabwe’s sugar industry now 
stands at an important crossroads. 
The decisions taken during the 
next few years will determine 
whether the country succeeds in 
unlocking a new phase of agri-
cultural industrialisation and rural 
development or misses one of its 
most significant investment oppor-
tunities. 
The coming decade may ultimate-
ly prove that sugar is no longer 
simply an agricultural commodity, 
but a catalyst for broader econom-
ic transformation.

How Zimbabwe’s new sugar strategy could unlock up to US$900 million in investment
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By Takudzwa Karowangoro in 
Beijing , China 
BEIJING, China — The participa-
tion of six Zimbabwean journal-
ists in an artificial intelligence 
and media training seminar in 
Beijing represents far more 
than an international exchange 
programme. 
It signals a growing recognition 
that the future of journalism will 
be shaped by artificial intelligence, 
digital technologies and global col-
laboration.
The Zimbabwean delegation, 
comprising Takudzwa Karowan-
goro, David Muchuchu, Norma 
Muchemwa, Conrade Mupesa, 
Motion Kwirirai and Tembinkosi 
Mangena, is attending the Semi-
nar for News Officials and Journal-
ists from the Global South, a pro-
gramme designed to equip media 
professionals with knowledge and 
practical skills in emerging tech-
nologies.
As newsrooms around the world 
increasingly adopt artificial intel-
ligence tools, the importance of 
such training cannot be overstat-
ed. 
AI is transforming how news is 
gathered, verified, produced and 
distributed. From automated tran-
scription and data analysis to audi-
ence engagement and multimedia 
production, technology is becom-
ing central to modern journalism.
For Zimbabwe and many develop-
ing countries, the challenge is not 
whether artificial intelligence will 
influence journalism, but whether 
media institutions are adequately 
prepared to embrace these chang-
es.
Why the Training Matters
The Beijing seminar offers par-
ticipants access to knowledge, 
technologies and experiences that 
may not yet be readily available in 
many African newsrooms.
 Journalists are being exposed 
to practical applications of artifi-
cial intelligence, digital storytell-
ing techniques, media innovation 
strategies and modern newsroom 
management.
These skills are particularly im-
portant as audiences increasing-
ly consume news through digital 
platforms, social media and mo-
bile devices.
 News organisations that fail to 

adapt risk becoming less competi-
tive and less relevant.
The training also encourages 
journalists to understand both 
the opportunities and ethical re-
sponsibilities associated with AI. 
Issues such as misinformation, 
fact-checking, content verification 
and responsible use of technology 
are becoming central to the pro-
fession.
For Zimbabwean media practi-
tioners, the experience could help 
accelerate digital transformation 
within local news organisations 
and encourage innovation across 
the country’s media landscape.
China Leading by Example
China has emerged as one of the 
world’s leading countries in arti-
ficial intelligence development, 
investing heavily in research, in-
novation, digital infrastructure and 
technological education.
Over the past decade, China 
has integrated AI into numerous 
sectors including transportation, 
healthcare, manufacturing, educa-
tion, finance and media. 
Chinese media organisations in-
creasingly use artificial intelligence 
for news production, translation, 
data journalism and audience an-
alytics.
The country’s commitment to tech-
nological advancement is reflected 
in its universities, research institu-
tions and partnerships with devel-
oping nations. 

By sharing knowledge and provid-
ing training opportunities to jour-
nalists from Africa, Asia and other 
regions, China is demonstrating a 
model of international cooperation 
built around technology transfer 
and skills development.
Rather than keeping technological 
advances within its borders, China 
has increasingly opened platforms 
for learning and collaboration, par-
ticularly among countries of the 
Global South.
This approach allows journalists 
from developing nations to observe 
firsthand how advanced technol-
ogies can be used to strengthen 
media institutions, improve com-
munication and expand access to 
information.
Building Bridges Through Media 
Cooperation
Beyond technology, the seminar 
serves as an important platform 
for cultural exchange and interna-
tional understanding. 
Journalists from various countries 
are sharing experiences, discuss-
ing common challenges and ex-
ploring solutions to issues affect-
ing modern media.
Such exchanges strengthen pro-
fessional networks and encourage 
collaboration between news or-
ganisations across continents.
For Zimbabwe, participation in 
these programmes reflects grow-
ing opportunities for capacity 
building and international engage-

ment. Journalists who acquire new 
digital skills can contribute to more 
innovative, efficient and competi-
tive newsrooms back home.
Preparing for the Future
Artificial intelligence is expected to 
play an increasingly important role 
in journalism over the coming de-
cades. Newsrooms that embrace 
innovation while maintaining ethi-
cal standards are likely to be bet-
ter positioned to serve audiences 
in the digital age.
The participation of six Zimbabwe-
an journalists in Beijing therefore 
represents more than attendance 
at a seminar. 
It symbolizes investment in knowl-
edge, technological advancement 
and the future of journalism itself.
As China continues to lead in arti-
ficial intelligence and digital inno-
vation, its efforts to share exper-
tise with developing countries may 
help narrow the global technology 
gap and empower journalists to 
navigate the rapidly changing me-
dia landscape.
For Zimbabwean journalists, the 
lessons learned in Beijing could 
become valuable tools for shaping 
a more innovative, technologically 
advanced and globally connected 
media industry.
This version adds analysis, con-
text, and international significance, 
making it suitable for a feature ar-
ticle, newspaper commentary, or 
magazine publication.

Why China’s AI Media Training Matters: Six Zimbabwean 
Journalists Gain Critical Skills in Beijing
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*BY PRECIOUS MUTUMA*
Jonasi’s character in The Polyg-
amist is often viewed through 
the lens of his flaws his woman-
izing, manipulation, narcissism, 
and desire for control. While 
these behaviors cannot be ex-
cused, understanding where 
they come from helps us appre-
ciate the deeper message be-
hind his story.
Jonasi grew up without a mother 
and was raised by an alcoholic fa-
ther. Instead of experiencing love, 
guidance, and emotional security, 
he faced neglect, instability, and 
poverty. These experiences left 
emotional scars that followed him 
into adulthood.
As he grew older and gained 
wealth, power, and influence, he 
appeared successful. Yet beneath 
the powerful exterior remained a 
wounded child searching for vali-
dation, acceptance, and belong-
ing. His relationships often reflect-
ed his unresolved pain. 
Rather than finding healing, he 
sought control. Rather than build-

ing deep emotional connections, 
he pursued admiration and recog-
nition.
His story highlights a reality many 
men face: unhealed trauma does 
not disappear simply because life 
improves.
Without healing, childhood wounds 
can influence how a man loves, 
leads, fathers, and relates to oth-
ers.
*Men’s Mental Health Month: 
Breaking the Silence*
As we observe Men’s Mental 
Health Month, Jonasi’s story re-
minds us that men and boys need 
safe spaces to express their emo-
tions, confront their pain, and seek 
help when needed.
Too often, boys are taught to “be 
strong” by suppressing their feel-
ings. Yet true strength is found in 
acknowledging pain, seeking sup-
port, and choosing healing over 
silence.
We must encourage men to:
Talk openly about their struggles.
Seek counselling and mentorship.
Build healthy friendships and sup-

port systems.
Address childhood trauma and 
emotional wounds.
*Understand that vulnerability is 
not weakness.*
A healed man is better equipped to 
love, lead, and serve those around 
him.
Celebrating Fatherhood This Fa-
ther’s Day
As we celebrate Father’s Day, we 
are reminded that fatherhood is 
one of the most important respon-
sibilities a man can embrace.
A father is more than a provider. 
He is:
A protector who creates safety.
A teacher who imparts values and 
wisdom.
A leader who guides by example.
A mentor who shapes the next 
generation.
*A source of love, encouragement, 
and stability.*
The absence of positive father-
hood in Jonasi’s life demonstrates 
how deeply a father’s influence—
or lack thereof—can affect a chill,
Boys often learn how to become 

men by watching their fathers. 
Daughters often learn what to ex-
pect from men through the exam-
ple of their fathers.
Being a Man, a Partner, a Father, 
and a Leader
True manhood is not measured by 
wealth, power, or status. It is mea-
sured by character, responsibility, 
integrity, and service.
*A man should strive to be:*A good 
partner who loves, respects, and 
values his spouse*
A present father who invests time, 
attention, and guidance in his chil-
dren.
A responsible leader who serves 
others with humility and wisdom.
A healthy man who acknowledges 
his struggles and seeks growth.
When men heal, families become 
stronger. When fathers are pres-
ent, children thrive. When leaders 
lead with integrity, communities 
flourish.

By Hurumende Entertainment 
Correspondence 
Zimbabwe’s pageantry indus-
try is under renewed scrutiny 
following the end of the Miss 
Universe Zimbabwe 2026 com-
petition, which crowned seven 
national titleholders in what or-
ganisers billed as a landmark 
ceremony, but which has since 
generated mounting questions 
over transparency, governance, 
and the public visibility of its 
winners.
The competition, lauded for ex-
panding the number of queens 
who will represent Zimbabwe on 
international platforms, has been 
overshadowed by controversy on 
social media, with pageant ob-
servers shifting attention away 
from the achievements of the new-
ly crowned titleholders to the con-
duct of those running the compe-
tition.
Central to the debate is Rosean-
na Hall, crowned Miss Universe 
Zimbabwe 2026, who previously 
served as a judge in the 2025 edi-
tion of the same competition.
 While no evidence of irregularity 

has been presented, members of 
the public have raised concerns 
over whether her insider knowl-
edge of the competition’s judging 
criteria may have constituted an 
unfair advantage. 
Miss Universe Zimbabwe organ-
isers have yet to issue any public 
statement addressing the matter.
Separately, attention has focused 
on Malaika Mushandu, who holds 
the Miss Cosmo Zimbabwe 2026 
crown. 
A former Miss Zimbabwe who re-
turned to competitive pageantry 
this year after more than a decade 
away, Mushandu’s comeback was 
among the most high-profile sto-
rylines of the competition. Yet her 
absence from several post-coro-
nation engagements has drawn 
comments among followers of the 
pageant circuit.
Mushandu did not appear at a re-
cent H-Metro interview session 
hosted by board member Tafadz-
wa Zimoyo, nor at the Baradzanwa 
event officiated by Tourism Minis-
ter Barbara Rwodzi, occasions at 
which other titleholders were pres-
ent. 

Additionally, social media content 
showing Mushandu in an exquisite 
gown by local designer Ishmael 
was published and subsequently 
removed from his platforms. 
Attempts to obtain comment from 
both the designer and Mushandu 
were unsuccessful at the time of 
publication.
The cumulative developments 
have amplified calls from pag-
eant observers for Miss Universe 
Zimbabwe’s executive leadership, 
headed by Tendai Hunda and her 
board members to improve com-
munication with the public regard-
ing the queens’ official schedules 
and responsibilities.

“There seems to be a lot happen-
ing behind the scenes that the 
public does not understand,” said 
pageant observer Lizert Gabriel.
 “People simply want clarity re-
garding the queens’ schedules, 
appearances, and roles.”
The concerns are significant 
against the backdrop of the com-
petition’s broader achievements. 
Crowning seven queens for inter-
national deployment marks one of 
the largest single-cycle pageant 
initiatives in Zimbabwe’s recent 
history, and the organisation has 
been active in promoting its title-
holders publicly.
However, observers note that 
growing public interest demands a 
corresponding increase in official 
engagement. 
Without it, speculation is like-
ly to persist, particularly around 
Mushandu, whose return to pag-
eantry captured the imagination 
of supporters who now await her 
public appearances.
Miss Universe Zimbabwe had not 
responded to requests for com-
ment prior to publication.
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By Next Level Sport 
The 2026 FIFA World Cup has 
reached one of its most excit-
ing moments as the tournament 
moves from the group stage 
into the knockout rounds. 
Hosted across the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico, this year’s 
competition has already delivered 
dramatic matches, unexpected 
results, and memorable perfor-
mances. 
With the Round of 32 now be-
ginning, teams face the reality of 
elimination, where every match 
could be their last.
The expanded 48-team format 
has transformed the tournament. 
More nations than ever before 
earned the opportunity to com-
pete on football’s biggest stage, 
creating new stories and allowing 
emerging football nations to chal-
lenge traditional powers.
 While established giants such as 
Brazil, France, Germany, Spain, 
England, and Argentina have pro-
gressed, several surprise teams 
have captured global attention.
One of the biggest stories of the 
group stage was the qualification 
of Algeria and Cape Verde. Both 
nations exceeded expectations 
and demonstrated the growing 
competitiveness of international 
football. 
Their progress highlights how the 
expanded tournament has provid-
ed opportunities for smaller foot-
ball nations to compete against 
elite opposition and make history.
The knockout phase begins with 
South Africa facing Canada in 
one of the opening Round of 32 
matches. 
Canada enters the contest with 
the advantage of home support, 
while South Africa hopes to con-
tinue its impressive tournament 
run.
 The match represents the unpre-
dictable nature of this World Cup, 
where emerging nations have 
shown they can compete with es-
tablished teams.
Brazil remains one of the tourna-
ment favorites. 
The South American giants ad-
vanced through the group stage 
with confidence and now face Ja-
pan in a highly anticipated knock-
out match.
 Japan has developed into one of 
Asia’s strongest football nations 
and has consistently challenged 
major teams at recent World 
Cups. 

Their tactical organization and 
disciplined approach could pres-
ent Brazil with a difficult test.
Germany will take on Paraguay 
in another intriguing encounter. 
Germany’s experience in major 
tournaments makes them one 
of the strongest contenders, but 
Paraguay has shown resilience 
throughout the competition. 
The match is expected to be high-
ly competitive as both teams seek 
a place in the Round of 16.
The Netherlands face Morocco 
in what many observers consider 
one of the most balanced match-
es of the knockout stage. 
Morocco’s historic performanc-
es in recent international tourna-
ments have increased expecta-
tions, while the Dutch continue to 
rely on their traditional attacking 
style and technical quality. 
This fixture could produce one of 
the tournament’s most exciting 
contests.
France, one of the pre-tourna-
ment favorites, will meet Sweden. 
The French squad possesses re-
markable depth and experience, 
having consistently performed at 
the highest level over the past de-
cade. 
Sweden, however, has demon-
strated strong defensive organi-
zation and will attempt to frustrate 
one of the tournament’s strongest 
attacking teams.
The group stage itself produced 
numerous memorable moments. 
Several traditional football pow-

ers encountered difficult match-
es, while smaller nations earned 
important victories and valuable 
experience. 
The increased number of teams 
led to greater geographical repre-
sentation, bringing new support-
ers and fresh enthusiasm to the 
competition.
The elimination of several estab-
lished nations also demonstrated 
the competitive balance of the 
tournament. 
Teams could no longer rely solely 
on reputation, as every match de-
manded maximum concentration 
and performance. 
This competitive environment has 
increased the excitement sur-
rounding the knockout rounds.
Managers now face difficult de-
cisions regarding squad rotation, 
player fitness, and tactical adjust-
ments. 
The demanding schedule and ex-
tensive travel across North Amer-
ica create additional challenges. 
Teams must balance physical re-
covery with preparation, making 
coaching decisions increasingly 
important as the tournament pro-
gresses.
Injuries and player availability con-
tinue to influence several teams. 
Coaching staffs closely monitor 
player fitness while attempting to 
maintain momentum.
 The depth of a squad often be-
comes a decisive factor during 
knockout tournaments, and na-
tions with stronger benches may 

gain important advantages.
The atmosphere across the host 
countries has been one of the 
tournament’s greatest successes. 
Stadiums in the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico have attract-
ed large crowds, while fans from 
around the world have created vi-
brant scenes in host cities. 
The joint hosting arrangement 
has introduced the World Cup 
to diverse audiences and show-
cased football’s global appeal.
The expanded format has also 
generated debate among football 
experts. Supporters argue that it 
has increased inclusivity and cre-
ated new opportunities for devel-
oping football nations. 
Critics questioned whether the 
additional teams would reduce 
quality, but many of the tourna-
ment’s biggest surprises have 
come from nations making their 
first significant World Cup impact.
As the knockout stage begins, the 
pressure increases dramatically. 
One mistake, one missed oppor-
tunity, or one moment of brilliance 
can decide a team’s fate.
 History shows that World Cups 
often produce unexpected cham-
pions and unforgettable moments 
during the elimination rounds.
Traditional favorites such as Bra-
zil, France, Germany, Argentina, 
England, and Spain continue to 
attract attention, but the perfor-
mances of emerging nations sug-
gest that surprises remain possi-
ble. 
Teams like Morocco, Japan, Alge-
ria, South Africa, and Cape Verde 
have already demonstrated that 
they can compete at the highest 
level.
The coming days will determine 
which nations continue their pur-
suit of football’s greatest prize. 
Fans around the world eagerly 
await the next chapter of a tour-
nament that has already delivered 
excitement, drama, and unforget-
table stories.
The 2026 FIFA World Cup now 
enters its most important stage. 
The group phase provided sur-
prises and established the con-
tenders, but the knockout rounds 
will reveal which team possesses 
the quality, resilience, and de-
termination required to become 
world champion. 
With the bracket set and the 
stakes higher than ever, the road 
to the final has officially begun.

World Cup 2026 Enters a New 
Era as Knockout Stage Begins
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By Bhora Afrika 
Young Zimbabwean footballers 
will have a rare opportunity to 
showcase their talent to interna-
tional scouts and agents when 
Total Football Academy hosts 
the Total Football Internation-
al Showcase 2026 from 4 to 11 
July in Harare.
The week-long event is expected 
to attract talented players from 
across the country and will feature 
separate categories for junior play-
ers aged 13 to 17 years and senior 
players aged 18 to 22 years.
The showcase will be headlined 
by FIFA-accredited football agent 
Akash Ashraf Bin Abdullah from 
Malaysia and football scout Obin-
na Joseph Obinna from Nigeria, 
who will be in Zimbabwe to assess 
emerging talent and explore op-
portunities for players to advance 
their football careers.
Beyond his work as a FIFA-ac-
credited agent, Akash is interna-
tionally recognized for organizing 
international friendly matches and 
facilitating football partnerships 
across different countries. His vis-
it is expected to create valuable 
exposure opportunities for Zimba-
bwean players and clubs.
Total Football Academy Executive 
Chairman Tatenda Madzingo said 
the showcase is aimed at creating 
a direct link between Zimbabwean 
talent and international football op-
portunities.
“Zimbabwe has no shortage of 

talented footballers. What is often 
missing is access and exposure. 
“Through this showcase, we are 
bringing international football 
stakeholders directly to our door-
step to give our young players a 

platform to be seen,” said Madz-
ingo.
The academy’s Technical Director, 
Gilbert Mushangazhike, expressed 
excitement about the initiative and 
encouraged young footballers not 

to miss the opportunity.
“This is a unique platform for play-
ers to showcase their abilities in 
front of international football pro-
fessionals. Opportunities like these 
do not come every day. I urge all 
aspiring footballers within the age 
groups to seize this chance and 
demonstrate their talent,” said 
Mushangazhike.
The showcase will feature tal-
ent identification matches, player 
assessments, technical evalua-
tions and interactions with football 
stakeholders. Organizers expect 
participation from academies, 
clubs and independent players 
from across Zimbabwe.
Established in 2011, Total Foot-
ball Academy has become one of 
Zimbabwe’s leading youth football 
development institutions, focusing 
on player development, character 
building and creating pathways for 
talented footballers.
Organizers believe the Total 
Football International Showcase 
2026 has the potential to become 
a landmark annual event that 
strengthens player development 
and opens international doors for 
Zimbabwe’s next generation of 
football stars.
Registration details and venue in-
formation will be announced by To-
tal Football Academy in the com-
ing days.

By Bhora Afrika 
“Lets also not forget kuti takatombo winner ma big matches chaiwo 
naMagalane uyu,” says CAPS United fan Pipie Zener Diode.
Magalane anticipated a touch on a cross into the ball and missed the ball 
which then headed straight into his net to give Triangle a 2-1 lead in the 
first half.
Although Caps United later came back to force a 2-2 draw, with Malawian 
import Chawanangwa Kaonga grabbing a brace, coach Takesure Chirag-
wi pulled Magalane out at halftime.
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International Scouts Set for 
Total Football Showcase

Caps united fans stand with goalie Wallace 
Magalane after howler against Triangle United


