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By Abel Karowangoro 

President Emmerson Mnangag-

wa has challenged researchers, 

innovators and industry leaders 

to ensure that academic research 

produces practical solutions that 

contribute to Zimbabwe’s mod-

ernization and industrialization 

agenda.

Speaking while oႈcially opening 
the 14th Zimbabwe International 

Research Symposium at the Hara-

re International Conference Centre 
(HICC), President Mnangagwa said 
research remains a critical driver of 
innovation and invention, with the 
potential to transform key sectors of 
the economy.
“Research is the unquestionable 
driving force behind innovation and 
invention,” said President Mnangag-

wa. 
“I urge researchers, innovators, and 
industry leaders to ensure that ac-

ademic research yields practical 
solutions, a crucial element in Zim-

babwe’s modernization and industri-
alization.”
The President said Government had 
taken signi¿cant steps to strength-

en the country’s innovation ecosys-

tem through the recently enacted 
Research Bill, which he said would 
provide a stronger framework for re-

search, innovation and commercial-
ization.
As technological advancements 
continue to reshape economies 
worldwide, President Mnangagwa 
emphasized the need for Zimbabwe 
to embrace Arti¿cial Intelligence re-

sponsibly and inclusively.
“As we move forward, we must pro-

mote the ethical and inclusive inte-

gration of Arti¿cial Intelligence,” he 
said.
He called on researchers to focus on 
areas with the greatest potential to 

accelerate national development, in-

cluding precision agriculture, health-

care innovation, ¿nancial technolo-

gy and other emerging sectors.
The President also highlighted the 
importance of the Education 5.0 
model, saying it was designed to 
produce graduates who are not only 
job seekers but innovators, devel-
opers and entrepreneurs capable of 
driving economic growth.
“The Education 5.0 model under the 
Second Republic aims to produce 
graduates who are innovators, de-

velopers and entrepreneurs,” he 
said.
President Mnangagwa challenged 
the private sector to play a more ac-

tive role in supporting local innova-

tions by partnering with researchers 
and helping commercialize technol-
ogies developed by Zimbabwean in-

stitutions.
“I call upon the private sector to sup-

port local innovations and collabo-

rate with researchers to commer-
cialize new technologies,” he said.
The President reaႈrmed Govern-

ment’s commitment to supporting 
local inventions and empowering 
young innovators, noting that in-

novation remains central to the 
country’s Vision 2030 development 
agenda.
Before oႈcially opening the sympo-

sium, President Mnangagwa toured 
exhibition stands showcasing inno-

vations from tertiary institutions and 
primary school learners. He said he 
was impressed by the quality and 
creativity of the exhibits on display.
“I visited the exhibition stands pri-
or to the symposium and was im-

pressed by the innovative displays 
from tertiary institutions and primary 
school learners,” he said.
The President encouraged industry 
players to invest in promising inno-

vations and help transform research 
outputs and creative ideas into mar-
ket-ready products capable of gen-

erating employment and economic 
value.
“I encourage industry players to 
transform these ideas into mar-
ket-ready products. Together, we 
are making progress towards Vision 
2030,” said President Mnangagwa.
The Zimbabwe International Re-

search Symposium brings together 
researchers, academics, innova-

tors, policymakers and industry rep-

resentatives to showcase research 
¿ndings, exchange knowledge and 
explore solutions to national devel-
opment challenges through science, 
technology and innovation.

Research must deliver practical 

solutions, says President Mnangagwa

WHAT 

NEXT FOR 

CAB3?

ZANU PF 

strengthens 

Economic 

Empowerment 

Agenda



The government’s latest crack-

down on illicit alcohol produc-

ers is a welcome and necessary 

intervention in the fight to pro-

tect public health, consumer 

rights and the integrity of Zim-

babwe’s economy.

For too long, illegal manufactur-
ers have operated in the shad-

ows, producing alcoholic bev-

erages and other products in 

unregulated backyard facilities, 
placing profits above the safety 
and well-being of citizens. 
The recent dismantling of an illicit 
alcohol syndicate in Harare by the 
Zimbabwe Republic Police serves 
as a stark reminder that this prob-

lem is not isolated but part of a 
growing underground industry that 
thrives on evading regulation and 
accountability.
The dangers associated with ille-

gally produced alcohol cannot be 
overstated. Consumers who un-

knowingly purchase these prod-

ucts are exposed to serious health 
risks, including poisoning, long-
term illness and, in extreme cases, 
death. Unlike legitimate manufac-

turers who adhere to strict produc-

tion standards, backyard brewers 
operate without quality controls, 
proper labelling or regulatory over-
sight. This makes their products a 
ticking time bomb for unsuspect-
ing consumers.
Beyond the public health implica-

tions, illicit manufacturing under-
mines legitimate businesses that 
invest heavily in compliance, taxa-

tion and quality assurance. Honest 
enterprises cannot compete fairly 
against operators who cut corners, 
avoid taxes and ignore regula-

tions. The result is a distorted mar-
ketplace that discourages invest-
ment, threatens jobs and weakens 
economic growth.
The Ministry of Industry and Com-

merce deserves recognition for in-

tensifying enforcement eႇorts and 
strengthening cooperation with the 
Consumer Protection Commis-

sion, the Medicines Control Au-

thority of Zimbabwe and other reg-

ulatory agencies. The nationwide 
compliance blitz, which inspect-
ed more than 1,000 businesses 
and led to multiple prosecutions, 
demonstrates a commitment to 
ensuring that laws are not merely 
written but enforced.
Equally important is the govern-

ment’s intention to pursue maxi-
mum penalties against oႇenders. 

Meaningful deterrence is essential 
if Zimbabwe is to eradicate the 
culture of illegal manufacturing. 
Those who knowingly endanger 
public health for ¿nancial gain 
should face the full weight of the 
law.
However, enforcement alone will 
not solve the problem. Public par-
ticipation remains critical. Com-

munities often know where illicit 
brewing activities are taking place 
long before authorities do. Citi-
zens must therefore heed the call 
to report suspicious operations 
and support eႇorts to remove dan-

gerous products from the market.
The ¿ght against illicit alcohol is 
ultimately a ¿ght for safer commu-

nities, stronger businesses and a 
healthier nation. Zimbabwe cannot 
aႇord to allow backyard manu-

facturers to undermine consumer 
con¿dence and place lives at risk. 
The ongoing crackdown sends a 
clear message: the era of operat-
ing outside the law is coming to an 
end.
As authorities continue their cam-

paign, the public will expect sus-

tained action, consistent enforce-

ment and visible results. Protecting 
consumers is not merely a regula-

tory obligation—it is a national re-

sponsibility.

Time to end backyard 

brewing menace
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By Abel Karowangoro

Zimbabwe’s most contentious 

constitutional reform process 
since the adoption of the 2013 
Constitution has entered its de-

cisive phase after Constitution-

al Amendment Bill No. 3 (CAB3) 

secured the required two-thirds 

majority in the National Assem-

bly, leaving the Senate as the 

final parliamentary gateway be-

fore the proposed amendments 
can become law.

The Bill sailed through the lower 
house with 216 votes in favour 
and 42 against, delivering a sig-

ni¿cant victory for the Government 
and placing the legislation within 
touching distance of enactment.
For months, CAB3 has dominated 
national political discourse, trig-

gering heated parliamentary de-

bates, public consultations, legal 
challenges and ¿erce exchanges 
between supporters and oppo-

nents. It has become more than 
a constitutional amendment pro-

cess; it has evolved into a national 
debate about governance, democ-

racy and the future direction of 
Zimbabwe’s political system.
Now, with the National Assembly 
hurdle cleared, attention has shift-
ed to the Senate, where the ruling 
ZANU-PF’s numerical advantage 
appears to place the Bill on a ¿rm 
path towards approval.
The upper chamber’s composition 
strongly favours the ruling party, 
which controls approximately 57 
of the Senate’s 80 seats, giving it 
a substantial cushion as it seeks 
the two-thirds majority required for 
constitutional amendments.
Unless signi¿cant dissent emerg-

es from within the ruling party it-
self, political observers believe 
Senate approval remains the most 
likely outcome.
Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 
Aႇairs Minister Ziyambi Ziyam-

bi, who has spearheaded the Bill 
throughout the legislative process, 
has consistently defended the pro-

posed amendments as necessary 
reforms designed to strengthen 
governance systems and address 
practical challenges that have 
emerged during the implementa-

tion of the Constitution.
Government legislators have ar-
gued that the amendments will im-

prove governance eႈciency, en-

hance institutional continuity and 
ensure greater policy stability.
Opposition parties, constitutional 
experts and civil society organi-
sations have strongly challenged 

that position, arguing that some 
provisions could weaken demo-

cratic accountability and alter key 
constitutional safeguards.
Yet beyond the constitutional ar-
guments and political rhetoric, a 
separate debate has emerged re-

garding the opposition’s failure to 
derail the Bill despite months of 
resistance.
Political commentator Dereck Goto 
believes recent remarks by oppo-

sition legislator Charlton Hwende 
may have provided the clearest 
explanation yet.
Hwende, a former Secretary-Gen-

eral of both the MDC Alliance and 
Citizens Coalition for Change 
(CCC), recently acknowledged 
that the opposition lacked the or-
ganisational structures and mobili-
sation capacity necessary to eႇec-

tively challenge the constitutional 
amendment process.
According to Goto, that admission 
cuts to the heart of the CAB3 story.
“For months there was a narrative 
that CAB3 was facing overwhelm-

ing resistance and that it could be 
stopped through pressure cam-

paigns, activism and public criti-
cism. What Charlton Hwende has 
eႇectively acknowledged is that 
the opposition simply did not pos-

sess the organisational capacity 
required to inÀuence a process of 
this magnitude,” Goto said.
The analyst argues that the CAB3 
battle exposed a widening gap be-

tween online political activism and 
grassroots political organisation.
“Politics is ultimately a contest of 
structures, mobilisation and partic-

ipation. 
Social media can amplify voices, 
but constitutional outcomes are 
determined by numbers, organi-
sation and participation in formal 
processes,” he said.

Goto points to the public consul-
tation process as evidence of that 
reality.
According to ¿gures presented 
during the legislative process, 
more than 540,000 submissions 
were received, with over 537,000 
reportedly supporting the Bill and 
fewer than 3,000 opposing it.
While critics have questioned as-

pects of the consultation process 
and raised concerns about the 
conduct of public hearings, Goto 
argues that the ¿gures neverthe-

less highlight the diႇerence be-

tween visibility and participation.
“CAB3 demonstrated that online 
inÀuence does not automatically 
translate into political inÀuence. 
The loudest voices on social me-

dia are not necessarily represen-

tative of the broader population 
participating in constitutional pro-

cesses,” he said.
The analyst further argues that 
years of internal disputes, factional 
battles and organisational instabil-
ity weakened the opposition’s abil-
ity to mobilise eႇectively around 
major national issues.
“For a long time, opposition poli-
tics has been dominated by inter-
nal conÀicts and personality-driv-

en contests. 
The consequence is weakened 
structures and reduced mobilisa-

tion capacity. Hwende’s remarks 
appear to acknowledge those re-

alities,” Goto said.
The signi¿cance of CAB3 extends 
beyond the immediate legislative 
process.
Supporters view the Bill as a legit-
imate eႇort to re¿ne constitutional 
arrangements and improve gover-
nance, while opponents see it as a 
critical test of Zimbabwe’s commit-
ment to constitutional democracy 
and institutional accountability.

The debate has also exposed 
deep political divisions within the 
country, drawing interventions 
from legal experts, civic organisa-

tions, political parties and former 
senior government oႈcials.
Yet despite the controversy, parlia-

mentary arithmetic remains ¿rmly 
in favour of the Bill.
The Senate vote now represents 
the ¿nal major hurdle before the 
legislation can be transmitted to 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
for assent.
Should senators approve the mea-

sure, CAB3 will become one of the 
most consequential constitutional 
amendments in Zimbabwe’s re-

cent history.
As the nation awaits the Senate’s 

verdict, one question continues 
to dominate political discussion: 
will the upper chamber simply en-

dorse the outcome already deliv-

ered by the National Assembly, or 
will unexpected resistance emerge 
during the ¿nal stage of the pro-

cess?
For Goto, however, the broader 
political lesson has already been 
written.
“The story of CAB3 is not only 
about constitutional amendments. 
It is also about political organisa-

tion. One side mobilised, partic-

ipated and utilised its structures 
eႇectively. 
The other side failed to convert its 
visibility into inÀuence. That is the 
reality reÀected in both the consul-
tation process and the parliamen-

tary outcome,” he said.
With the Senate now preparing 
for what could be a historic vote, 
Zimbabwe stands on the threshold 
of a constitutional moment whose 
political implications may be de-

bated long after the ¿nal ballots 
have been cast.

WHAT NEXT FOR CAB3?
Senate showdown awaits as Constitutional Amendment clears major hurdle

Goto says Hwende’s admission reveals why opposition failed to halt bill
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By Hurumende News Hub Desk 

The Teachers Colleges Joint 

Translational Research Con-

ference opened in Nyanga this 
week, bringing together educa-

tion experts, researchers, pol-

icymakers and academics to 

discuss ways of transforming 
research into practical solu-

tions that contribute to national 

development.

The conference was oႈcially 
opened by Higher and Tertiary Ed-

ucation Minister Amb. Dr. Freder-
ick Shava, who called for stronger 
collaboration between academic 
institutions, industry and govern-

ment to ensure research ¿ndings 
are translated into tangible bene-

¿ts for communities and the econ-

omy.
Addressing delegates during the 
opening session, Dr. Shava said 
research should play a central role 
in addressing societal challenges 
and supporting Zimbabwe’s devel-
opment aspirations.
 “We encourage the need for in-

stitutions of higher learning to 
produce innovative solutions that 
respond to emerging national and 
global challenges,” Dr. Shava said.
He noted that collaboration among 
institutions would enhance the 
quality and impact of research 
while creating opportunities for 
knowledge sharing and innova-

tion. 
Dr. Shava also stressed the im-

portance of nurturing graduates 
equipped with critical thinking, 
problem-solving and entrepre-

neurial skills that can contribute 
meaningfully to economic growth 

and social development.
The conference also heard contri-
butions from the Tertiary Education 
Service Council (TESC), repre-

sented by Human Capital Planning 
and Skills Development Manager 
Mr. Elisha Ndanga, who highlight-
ed the importance of aligning ed-

ucation and training programmes 
with labour market demands.
Mr. Ndanga said institutions should 
continue strengthening human 
capital development initiatives to 
ensure graduates possess rele-

vant skills required by industry and 
the broader economy.
 “The ministry support continuous 
professional development for ed-

ucators and researchers, describ-

ing it as essential for maintaining 

high standards within the tertiary 
education sector,” he said. 
He further highlighted the impor-
tance of promoting innovation 
and entrepreneurship within insti-
tutions, noting that these are key 

drivers of job creation, productivity 
and economic transformation. 
According to Mr. Ndanga, strength-

ening institutional capacity for re-

search and innovation would help 
unlock new opportunities for sus-

tainable development.
Regional cooperation also fea-

tured prominently during the con-

ference, with representatives from 
Licango University in Mozam-

bique underscoring the value of 
cross-border academic partner-
ships in advancing research and 
innovation.
The delegates from Mozambique 
emphasized the importance of 
collaborative research initia-

tives, sharing best practices and 
strengthening academic networks 
across the region. 
They noted that many of the de-

velopmental challenges facing 
Southern Africa require collective 
solutions and that institutions can 
achieve greater impact through 

cooperation and knowledge ex-

change.
They also highlighted the bene-

¿ts of student and staႇ exchange 
programmes, saying such initia-

tives help broaden perspectives, 
strengthen research capacity and 
foster regional integration within 

the higher education sector.
Participants at the conference 
showcased various research proj-
ects and innovations aimed at 
improving educational outcomes, 
strengthening teacher training and 
addressing societal needs. 
The event provided a platform for 
engagement among scholars, ed-

ucators and policymakers while 
promoting the application of re-

search to real-world challenges.
Delegates expressed optimism 
that the conference would strength-

en partnerships among institutions 
and contribute to a culture of re-

search excellence, innovation and 
evidence-based decision-making.
.

Research must deliver tangible 

solutions: Minister Shava 

Itai Mazire 

Zimbabwe’s soaring tourism fortunes are 
being driven by a deliberate soft diplomacy 
strategy, peace and stability, Tourism and 

Hospitality Minister Hon. Barbara Rwodzi 

said last week, as the nation’s remarkable 

rise captivated the Angola Investment Sum-

mit 2026.
Hon. Rwodzi representing President Dr Em-

merson Mnangagwa at the high-level Ministe-

rial Dialogue on Tourism, Investment and Na-

tional Development, told regional leaders and 
global tourism stakeholders that the country’s 
diplomatic approach, coupled with the imple-

mentation of the National Development Strate-

gy 1 and 2, has been the bedrock of its trans-

formation.
“Soft diplomacy, peace and stability have cre-

ated the enabling environment for our tourism 
sector to Àourish.”
She said that these pillars have enabled the 
diversi¿cation of products and destinations 

across the country.
The summit erupted in applause when CNN’s 
Connecting Africa Correspondent Victoria 
Rubadiri publicly congratulated Zimbabwe on 
its double global acclaim-Forbes magazine 
naming it the world’s number one must-visit 
destination for 2025 and Rwodzi herself being 
crowned Tourism Minister of the Year in Africa.
Responding to the recognition, Hon. Rwodzi 
attributed the achievements to signi¿cant 
growth in tourist arrivals and the transforma-

tive “Zimbabwe is Open for Business” policy, 
which has strengthened investor con¿dence 
and triggered surging international interest in 
the destination.
The Luanda gathering provided a powerful 
platform for sharing experiences, with Zimba-

bwe’s success story reinforcing tourism’s role 
as a catalyst for investment, employment cre-

ation and sustainable national development, a 
testament to what strategic vision and diplo-

matic foresight can achieve.

Soft diplomacy fuels Zim’s tourism boom-Min Rwodzi

Minister Rwodzi

Minister Shava

Hurumende News Hub | June 21-26 2026 News



Itai Mazire 

Transport and Infrastructur-
al Development Minister, Hon. 

Adv. Felix Mhona, issued a blis-

tering ultimatum to the trans-

port sector yesterday, demand-

ing an end to bureaucratic silos 

and a drastic reduction in road 

accidents.

He said that “Corporate Gover-
nance standards are the bedrock 
of national development.”
Presiding over the 9th Session 
of the Line Minister’s Corporate 
Governance Oversight Meeting in 
Bulawayo, Hon. Mhona revealed 
he is actively pushing for the es-

tablishment of an integrated road 
traႈc authority to combat what he 
termed the “carnage” on the coun-

try’s roads.
“Let us work towards establishing 
the integrated road traႈc authority 
or agency with the powers to en-

force road traႈc safety laws and 
stop the carnage.
Hon. Mhona pointedly included 
the Vehicle Inspection Department 
(VID), the Department of Road Mo-

tor Transportation (RMT), and the 
Central Vehicle Registry (CVR) in 
this call, signaling a major bureau-

cratic reshuႉe is imminent. 
He hailed progress on legisla-

tive frameworks for a standalone 
Road Accident Fund Administra-

tion (RAFA), noting the bill is now 
ready for the Cabinet Committee 
on Legislation.
While praising progress on major 
infrastructure projects like the Ha-

rare-Beitbridge Highway, Mhona 
reframed the work.
“These projects are not just about 
asphalt and concrete, they are 

about connectivity, opportunity 
and national transformation.” 
He also took a hard line on perfor-
mance, singling out CMED over 
delays in vehicle turnaround times 
and service quality, urging them to 
address concerns with “urgency 
and transparency.”
In a direct challenge to the Boards 
of state enterprises, Hon. Mhona 
insisted that Board Members must 
demonstrate mastery of their port-
folios. 

“It will be more desirable for Board 
Members themselves to present 
and demonstrate that they have 
become masters in the ¿elds 
which they superintend.
“You are not mere implementing 
agencies; but strategic partners 
for national growth, regional inte-

gration, and the eႈcient delivery 
of public goods and services to the 
people.”
“Let us commit, from this day 
forward, to ethical stewardship, 
relentless professionalism and 
unmatched accountability. The na-

tion is counting on us.”
Hon. Mhona’s hardline stance 
comes as Zimbabwe pushes to-

ward its Vision 2030 goals. 
The meeting at Holiday Inn is the 
¿rst for 2026, designed to review 
¿rst-half performance and ensure 
adherence to the Public Entities 
Corporate Governance Act. 
Minister Mhona acknowledged 
the “unavoidable collaborations” 
between entities like NRZ and Air 
Zimbabwe, stressing that all must 
work together to achieve national 
goals, including the revival of pas-

senger rail services.

Itai Mazire 

In a decisive crackdown on in-

frastructure vandalism, Zim-

babwean courts have handed 

down stiႇ ten-year prison sen-

tences to multiple oႇenders in a 
series of cases spanning Bula-

wayo, Marondera, Harare, Kado-

ma and Chitungwiza.

Criminal investigation Depart-

ment, Community Relations Lia-

son Oႈcer Detective Inspector 
R. Muteweri said the intensive 

operation targets the theft and 
vandalism of critical infrastruc-

ture materials, which have be-

come “a major threat to essen-

tial service delivery, economic 

development and public safety.”
Admire Dube (29) and Clive Muzu-

ru (28), both of Old Lobengula, Bu-

lawayo, were arrested on 30 May 
2026 under the Telecommunica-

tions Act Chapter 12:05 for wilfully 
damaging and stealing telecom-

munication infrastructure.
“The duo proceeded to Luveve 4 
high-density suburb where they 
stole 100 metres of 5mm copper 
drop-wire telecommunication ca-

bles before transporting the stolen 

cables to a bushy area in Njube, 
where they burnt and deformed 

the copper into scrap for resale,” 
he said.
Vigilant members of the public 
¿led a police report after noticing 
the cables were missing. 
Detectives from CID MFFU Bul-
awayo tracked down and arrest-
ed the suspects while they were 
packing the burnt and deformed 
copper cables into a satchel.
They appeared before Western 
Commonage Magistrates Court on 
11 June 2026, where Magistrate 
Clive Maturure presided. 
The State was represented by 
Melisa Dube. 
Both were each sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment.
Andrew Mupakurirwa (24) was 
convicted and sentenced to an 
eႇective 10-year jail term by the 
Marondera Regional Court on 15 
June 2026 for contravening provi-
sions of the Water Act.
“On 9 June 2026 at around 2300 
hours the accused person, act-
ing in connivance with Bhekimuzi 
Ndebele (28), proceeded to Chipe-

sa Farm, Igava, Marondera, where 

they stole two complete submers-

ible water pumps and a 450-watt 
solar panel.”
“Their criminal activities came to 
light after detectives from CID 
MFFU Marondera received in-

formation that the suspects were 
selling suspected stolen property,” 
said Inspector Muteweri.
Detectives swiftly reacted, leading 
to the arrest of the two. 
Magistrate Shelly Zvenyika presid-

ed while Terrence Zenda appeared 
for the State.
In a related case, Silent Musham-

bi (21) was on 18 June 2026 sen-

tenced to 10 years imprisonment, 
while his accomplices, Knowledge 
Choruma (23), Takunda Mukwam-

bo (26), and Allen Chirenga (26), 
were remanded in custody to 2 
July 2026 for continuation of trial 
at the Harare Magistrates Court.
Their conviction follows their arrest 
on 23 April 2026 when detectives 
from CID MFFU Harare, conduct-
ing surveillance in the Waterfalls 
area, “received information that 
the suspects were digging up un-

derground cables.
 Upon realizing that they had been 
detected, the suspects took to 
their heels. 
A pursuit ensued, leading to the 
arrest of Silent Mushambi and the 
recovery of the stolen cables and 
the tools used in the commission 
of the crime.”
In another notable achievement, 
Tapiwa Murizani (26) was con-

victed and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment on 15 June 2026 by 
Magistrate Maganya at Kadoma 
Magistrates Court following his ar-
rest for being found in possession 
of copper cables without a valid li-
cence.
Similarly, Nomore Chari (32) was 
on 16 June 2026 convicted and 
sentenced at Chitungwiza Magis-

trates Court for being found in pos-

session of armoured cable without 
a valid licence
Inspector Muteweri said the police 
will continue to warn members of 
the public against vandalizing pub-

lic utilities and infrastructure.

Minister Mhona declares 

war on traႈc carnage

Vandals jailed in crackdown Vandals jailed in crackdown 

Minister Mhona
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News

By Hurumende Business Desk 

The Zimbabwe Revenue Author-

ity (ZIMRA) has introduced new 

measures requiring prospective 

buyers of second-hand vehicles 
to verify customs clearance de-

tails before making payment, a 
move aimed at protecting con-

sumers from purchasing vehi-
cles with unpaid import duties 

or irregular customs status.

The directive, contained in Public 
Notice 35 of 2026, instructs buyers 
to submit documentation to region-

al ZIMRA oႈces for veri¿cation 
before completing a transaction.
However, while the notice seeks 
to address a long-standing prob-

lem in Zimbabwe’s used vehicle 
market, analysts say the process 
highlights broader weaknesses in 
the country’s customs compliance 
infrastructure.
Under the new requirements, buy-

ers must provide an agreement of 
sale bearing both parties’ contact 
details, copies of national identity 
documents or passports for both 
buyer and seller, the vehicle reg-

istration book, a photograph of the 
vehicle, and customs clearance 
documents where available. The 
documents must be scanned and 
emailed to one of eight designated 
ZIMRA regional oႈces.
The authority says the measure is 
intended to help buyers avoid ac-

quiring vehicles that were never 
properly cleared through customs 
and may be subject to seizure or 
outstanding duty obligations.
Zimbabwe’s second-hand vehicle 
market has faced persistent chal-
lenges involving imported vehicles 
sold without proper customs clear-
ance. In such cases, unsuspecting 
buyers risk losing ownership of ve-

hicles despite having paid the pur-
chase price in good faith.
Industry observers acknowledge 
the legitimacy of ZIMRA’s objec-

tive but question whether the veri-
¿cation process is practical for or-
dinary citizens.
The notice eႇectively requires 

buyers to gather documentation 
before payment is made, creating 
what some analysts describe as a 
procedural contradiction. In many 
informal vehicle transactions, 
agreements of sale are typically 
signed at the point of purchase, 
while sellers may be reluctant to 
release registration books, cus-

toms papers, or copies of identi¿-

cation documents before receiving 
payment.
“This process assumes a level 
of formality that does not exist in 
most second-hand vehicle trans-

actions,” said one market analyst. 
“The compliance burden falls al-
most entirely on the buyer.”
Questions have also been raised 
about the operational capaci-
ty of the veri¿cation system. The 
process relies on manual review 
through eight regional email ad-

dresses covering diႇerent parts of 
the country. 
Public Notice 35 of 2026 does not 
specify response times, tracking 
mechanisms, acknowledgement 
procedures, or escalation chan-

nels for urgent cases.
As a result, buyers submitting ver-
i¿cation requests may face uncer-

tainty regarding when a response 
will be received, potentially delay-

ing transactions in a competitive 
market where sellers often have 
multiple interested buyers.
The development has renewed 
debate over Zimbabwe’s digital 
public service infrastructure. 
Customs and vehicle registration 
information already exists within 
electronic government databases, 
including customs declaration re-

cords and vehicle registration sys-

tems.
Analysts argue that a digital veri-
¿cation platform would signi¿cant-
ly reduce administrative burdens 
by allowing prospective buyers to 
verify vehicle clearance status in-

stantly using registration or chas-

sis numbers.
Several African countries have al-
ready adopted similar approaches. 
Revenue authorities in South Afri-
ca, Kenya, and Rwanda provide 
varying degrees of online customs 
veri¿cation and taxpayer services 
through digital platforms that allow 
users to con¿rm compliance infor-
mation without manual submis-

sions.
Critics say Zimbabwe’s current ap-

proach represents a manual solu-

tion to a problem that could be ad-

dressed through technology.
Beyond administrative concerns, 
experts have highlighted what 
they describe as a compliance in-

centive gap within the new frame-

work. While buyers are encour-
aged to verify customs status, the 
notice does not impose new legal 
obligations on sellers to disclose 
clearance information or provide 
proof of compliance before a sale 
is concluded.
As a result, compliance-conscious 
buyers may face delays while wait-
ing for veri¿cation, whereas less 
cautious buyers can proceed im-

mediately, potentially undermining 
the eႇectiveness of the system.
Policy analysts argue that stron-

ger consumer protection could 
be achieved by requiring sellers 
to provide a valid customs clear-
ance certi¿cate before ownership 
transfer is completed. Such an ap-

proach would shift responsibility 
toward the party with direct knowl-
edge of the vehicle’s import histo-

ry.
The latest measures come amid 
growing vehicle import activity. 
Zimbabwe has recorded sustained 
growth in vehicle imports, reÀect-
ing increasing demand for both 
passenger and commercial vehi-
cles. The expansion of the market 
has heightened the need for eႈ-

cient systems capable of verifying 
customs compliance quickly and 
accurately.
For now, Public Notice 35 of 2026 
represents ZIMRA’s latest eႇort 
to tackle irregular vehicle imports 
and protect consumers. 
However, the debate it has gen-

erated suggests that broader re-

forms, including digital veri¿cation 
tools, stronger seller obligations, 
and clearer service standards, 
may be necessary to align cus-

toms administration with the reali-
ties of Zimbabwe’s rapidly expand-

ing second-hand vehicle market.

ZIMRA’s new vehicle verification rules expose 
gaps in customs compliance system

CMED is proud to be part of the 
Zimbabwean delegation attend-

ing the 2026 International Auto-

motive and Supply Chain Expo, 

being held at AsiaWorld-Expo in 

Hong Kong from June 18 to 22.
The international event brings to-

gether leading automotive manu-

facturers, technology innovators, 
and supply chain experts from 
across the globe to showcase the 
latest developments in vehicle 
technology, mobility solutions, and 
industrial transformation.
As part of the Zimbabwean delega-

tion, CMED is exploring emerging 
trends and strategic opportunities 
in e-mobility, with particular focus 
on electric vehicles, smart mobili-
ty solutions, sustainable transport 
systems, and advancements in the 

future automotive supply chain.
Participation in the expo provides 
CMED with a valuable platform for 
knowledge exchange, partnership 
building, and engagement with 
global industry leaders. 
The event also oႇers insights into 
innovative technologies and solu-

tions that can contribute to Zimba-

bwe’s transport sector moderniza-

tion agenda.
The expo features dedicated 
zones highlighting global automo-

tive technologies, smart mobility 
supply chains, future mobility in-

novations, industrial ecosystems, 
and international business collab-

oration opportunities.
CMED’s participation underscores 
its commitment to embracing inno-

vation and supporting the develop-

ment of eႈcient, sustainable, and 
future-ready transport solutions 
that align with Zimbabwe’s eco-

nomic transformation and industri-
al development objectives.

CMED eyes electric mobility revolution 
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By Alijones Tapiwanashe Ma-

sanjala

Zimbabwe has defended the 
integrity of its carbon market 
framework following an inde-

pendent review by the United 

Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 

which the Government says 

found no evidence of environ-

mental integrity breaches, pro-

cedural misconduct or weak-

nesses in the country’s carbon 

accounting systems.

The response follows recent me-

dia reports questioning the credi-
bility of Zimbabwe’s carbon credit 
framework and national carbon 
registry.
In a statement issued by the Zim-

babwe Carbon Markets Authority 
(ZiCMA) and the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Climate and Wildlife, au-

thorities clari¿ed that the UNFCCC 
Article 6.2 review was a routine 
technical assessment conducted 
under the Paris Agreement to veri-
fy the accuracy and consistency of 
carbon market reporting.
“The UNFCCC review identi¿ed 
no evidence of environmental 
integrity breaches, procedur-
al misconduct or weaknesses in 
Zimbabwe’s carbon accounting 
framework. The process con-

¿rmed that our systems are func-

tioning as intended and in line with 
international requirements,” said 
Washington Zhakata, Head of the 
Zimbabwe Carbon Markets Au-

thority (ZiCMA).
According to the Ministry, the re-

view forms part of an established 
international process designed to 
enhance transparency, accuracy, 
completeness and consistency in 
carbon accounting among coun-

tries participating in international 
carbon markets.
Zhakata said Zimbabwe had fully 
cooperated with the review pro-

cess by providing technical infor-
mation, supplementary data and 
clari¿cations requested by inter-
national experts.
“Zimbabwe engaged openly and 
constructively throughout the re-

view process, providing all re-

quested technical information and 
supplementary data. 
“The observations raised by re-

viewers were minor technical is-

sues that were subsequently clar-
i¿ed and addressed through the 
normal review cycle,” he said.
The Ministry noted that review-

ers identi¿ed a limited number of 
minor inconsistencies and areas 

requiring additional explanation. 
However, these were addressed 
through updated submissions and 
did not constitute adverse ¿ndings 
against Zimbabwe.
At the centre of the Government’s 
defence is the Zimbabwe Carbon 
Registry, a digital platform devel-
oped to track carbon credits from 
issuance through to retirement.
Oႈcials said the registry provides 
complete traceability of carbon 
credits and incorporates safe-

guards that align with international 
standards.
“Our carbon registry was speci¿-

cally designed to provide end-to-
end traceability of every carbon 
credit generated in Zimbabwe. 
“Every issuance, transfer and re-

tirement of a credit is permanently 
recorded, ensuring transparency, 
accountability and public con¿-

dence in the system,” said Zhaka-

ta.
He added that the system incor-
porates internationally recognised 

safeguards to prevent the double 
counting of emissions reductions, 
one of the most critical require-

ments under global carbon market 
rules.
“The registry incorporates interna-

tionally accepted safeguards that 
prevent double counting and en-

sure corresponding adjustments 
are accurately recorded.
“ These are fundamental require-

ments for maintaining environ-

mental integrity under Article 6 of 
the Paris Agreement,” he said.
The Ministry said the registry fa-

cilitates internationally transferred 
mitigation outcomes between na-

tional and private registries while 
maintaining publicly accessible re-

cords of all transactions.
Zimbabwe’s carbon market has 
attracted increasing international 
attention as countries and com-

panies seek veri¿ed emissions re-

ductions to meet climate commit-
ments. 
However, the sector has also 

faced growing scrutiny globally 
over concerns relating to transpar-
ency, veri¿cation and governance 
standards.
Zhakata said Zimbabwe welcomes 
independent international scruti-
ny as part of eႇorts to strengthen 
con¿dence in the country’s carbon 
market.
“Zimbabwe welcomes indepen-

dent international scrutiny be-

cause it strengthens con¿dence 
in our carbon market. We remain 
committed to meeting and exceed-

ing global standards for transpar-
ency, environmental protection 
and investor con¿dence,” he said.
He added that the Government’s 
objective was to build a credible 
carbon market capable of attract-
ing climate ¿nance while safe-

guarding national interests and 
community bene¿ts.
“Our objective is to build a carbon 
market that is credible, transpar-
ent and capable of attracting re-

sponsible climate ¿nance while 
safeguarding the interests of local 
communities and the nation as a 
whole,” said Zhakata.
The Ministry reiterated that Zim-

babwe remains committed to de-

veloping a transparent, interna-

tionally recognised carbon market 
aligned with Article 6 of the Paris 
Agreement and capable of sup-

porting environmental protection, 
sustainable development and eco-

nomic growth.
Oႈcials said Government would 
continue engaging international 
partners, market participants and 
regulators to strengthen oversight 
mechanisms and ensure Zimba-

bwe’s carbon market maintains 
the highest standards of environ-

mental integrity and accountability.

UN Climate Review Backs 

Zimbabwe’s Carbon Registry 
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By Abel Karowangoro  

ZANU PF Department of Eco-

nomic Development and Em-

powerment has intensified its 
eႇorts to transform Zimba-

bwe’s small and medium enter-

prise (SME) sector through a 

nationwide marketplace mod-

ernisation programme aimed 

at strengthening economic 

empowerment, improving in-

frastructure, and accelerating 
grassroots economic develop-

ment.

Led by Politburo Secretary for 
Economic Development and Em-

powerment, Dr. Sthembiso Nyoni, 
the Department this week con-

ducted a tour of SME market-
places across Harare following 
the successful Economic Devel-
opment and Empowerment SME 
Marketplace Development Con-

ference recently held at ZANU PF 
Headquarters.
The visit to Mbare, one of the 
country’s largest trading centres, 
demonstrated what party oႈcials 
described as a practical imple-

mentation of resolutions adopted 
during the conference, with a fo-

cus on improving trading environ-

ments and ensuring SMEs play a 
central role in Zimbabwe’s eco-

nomic growth agenda.
Speaking to Hurumende News 
Hub during the tour in Mbare, Dr. 
Nyoni said the positive develop-

ments being witnessed among 
SME operators reÀected the de-

termination of entrepreneurs to 
improve their businesses and con-

tribute meaningfully to national de-

velopment.
“We are encouraged by the eႇorts 
being made by SMEs to mod-

ernise their marketplaces and cre-

ate better business environments. 
What we are seeing here con¿rms 
that our people are ready to par-
ticipate fully in economic transfor-
mation when given the necessary 
support and opportunities,” said 
Dr. Nyoni.
She noted that the Department’s 
marketplace development initia-

tive was designed to ensure that 
entrepreneurs operate in safe, or-
ganised and productive environ-

ments capable of attracting invest-
ment, increasing productivity and 
improving incomes.
“Our objective as ZANU PF is to 
ensure that SMEs are empow-

ered through practical interven-

tions. We want to see modern 
marketplaces, proper infrastruc-

ture, access to opportunities and 
increased business growth. SMEs 
are the backbone of our economy 
and must remain at the centre of 

development planning,” she said.
Dr. Nyoni added that the Depart-
ment would engage Government 
on the possibility of directing 
Devolutions Funds (DF) resourc-

es towards projects that support 
SME infrastructure development, 
workspace improvements and 
business expansion initiatives.
The tour was attended by Depu-

ty Minister of Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development, Hon. 
Kiven Mutimbanyoka, who ap-

plauded the Department’s proac-

tive approach to engaging directly 
with entrepreneurs and assessing 
progress on the ground.
He said ZANU PF’s focus on mar-
ketplace development was aligned 
with Government’s broader indus-

trialisation and economic empow-

erment agenda.
“Modernising marketplaces is not 
simply about improving buildings; 
it is about creating economic op-

portunities, generating employ-

ment and building sustainable en-

terprises. 
The SME sector remains one of 
the most important pillars of eco-

nomic growth and Vision 2030,” 
said Hon. Mutimbanyoka.
He encouraged traders to em-

brace formalisation, innovation 
and value addition as pathways to 
greater competitiveness and long-
term business sustainability.
Also accompanying the delega-

tion was Deputy Minister of Local 
Government and Public Works, 
Hon. Albert Mavunga, who toured 
a new double-storey commercial 
structure currently under construc-

tion in Mbare.
Hon. Mavunga commended the 
investment being made in upgrad-

ing marketplace infrastructure but 

stressed that all construction proj-
ects must comply fully with ap-

proved plans, safety regulations 
and inspection requirements.
“We want development, but devel-
opment must be safe and sustain-

able. 
Compliance with building stan-

dards protects lives and ensures 
that infrastructure serves commu-

nities eႇectively for generations to 
come,” he said.
Speaking after the tour, SMEs4ED 
National Chairman Lloyd Bahera 
expressed gratitude to Dr. Nyoni, 
Government oႈcials and the 
ZANU PF Department of Econom-

ic Development and Empower-
ment for taking time to visit market-
places across Harare and engage 
directly with SME operators.
Bahera said the tour demonstrat-
ed the leadership’s commitment to 
understanding the realities facing 
entrepreneurs and ¿nding practi-
cal solutions to support business 
growth and infrastructure develop-

ment.
“We would like to thank Dr. Sthem-

biso Nyoni, the Deputy Ministers 
and all oႈcials who participated in 
this important tour of marketplac-

es across Harare. 
Their presence on the ground has 
given SME operators con¿dence 
that their concerns are being 
heard and that eႇorts are being 
made to improve trading spaces 
and create better opportunities for 
entrepreneurs,” said Bahera.
He added that the direct engage-

ment between policymakers and 
traders would help accelerate 
marketplace modernisation pro-

grammes and strengthen part-
nerships between SMEs, Govern-

ment and local authorities.

“The visit has reinforced the mes-

sage that SMEs are key contrib-

utors to economic growth, em-

ployment creation and community 
development. 
We appreciate the commitment 
shown by the leadership in sup-

porting the sector and promoting 
initiatives that improve the busi-
ness environment,” he said.
Oႈcials from the Department of 
Economic Development and Em-

powerment said the Harare tour 
forms part of a wider ZANU PF 
programme aimed at engaging 
SME operators across the coun-

try, identifying challenges aႇecting 
businesses and facilitating prac-

tical solutions through collabora-

tion with Government ministries, 
local authorities and development 
stakeholders.
The initiative is expected to 
strengthen the implementation of 

recommendations adopted during 
the SME Marketplace Develop-

ment Conference, which called 
for accelerated infrastructure de-

velopment, improved access to 
business opportunities, enhanced 
formalisation and stronger support 
systems for entrepreneurs.
As Zimbabwe advances towards 
Vision 2030, ZANU PF’s Eco-

nomic Development and Empow-

erment Department believes that 
empowering SMEs through mod-

ern marketplaces, improved in-

frastructure and targeted support 
programmes will remain critical in 
driving employment creation, in-

dustrialisation and inclusive eco-

nomic growth.
The Department’s message 
throughout the tour remained con-

sistent: “Nothing for SMEs without 
SMEs.”

DFs to boost SMEs as ZANU PF strengthens 

Economic Empowerment Agenda

Minister Nyoni
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By Shyline Majaji

People’s Own Savings Bank 

(POSB) and AFC Insurance 

Company have signed a ban-

cassurance partnership agree-

ment that will allow the state-

owned bank to distribute AFC 

Insurance products through its 

nationwide banking network, 

marking a significant step to-

ward greater integration among 

companies owned by the Muta-

pa Investment Fund.

The agreement, signed on June 
16, will see POSB oႇer a range of 
insurance products including crop 
and livestock cover, agricultural 
loan protection, stock and asset in-

surance, and goods-in-transit cov-

er to customers across its branch 
network.
The partnership represents one of 

the clearest examples yet of Mu-

tapa Investment Fund’s eႇorts to 
generate commercial synergies 
among its portfolio companies, 
transforming common state own-

ership into active business collab-

oration.
Under the arrangement, POSB 
will leverage its extensive cus-

tomer base and branch footprint, 
particularly in rural communities, 
to distribute insurance products 
underwritten by AFC Insurance, 
while earning fee income without 
assuming insurance underwriting 
risk.
The deal comes as Zimbabwe’s 
agricultural sector faces grow-

ing demand for risk management 
solutions following a record maize 
harvest in the 2025 season and 
forecasts indicating an elevated 

probability of adverse weather 
conditions during the upcoming 
agricultural year.
For Mutapa Investment Fund, the 
agreement signals a shift from a 

traditional holding company struc-

ture toward a more integrated 
operating model in which subsid-

iaries are expected to collaborate 
commercially and exploit shared 
market opportunities.
The sovereign wealth fund con-

trols interests across banking, 
insurance, agricultural ¿nance, 
infrastructure, mining and ¿nan-

cial services through investments 
that include POSB, AFC Insur-
ance, AFC Commercial Bank, AFC 
Leasing and stakes in major ¿nan-

cial institutions.
Analysts say the partnership 
demonstrates how state-owned 
enterprises can unlock additional 
value from existing assets without 
signi¿cant new capital expendi-
ture.
“Bancassurance is one of the most 
proven ¿nancial services models 
globally because it allows insurers 
to access established distribution 
networks while enabling banks to 

diversify revenue streams through 
commission income,” a Hara-

re-based ¿nancial analyst said.
The commercial opportunity is 
particularly signi¿cant in agricul-
ture, where insurance penetration 
remains low despite agriculture’s 
central role in Zimbabwe’s econo-

my.
Formal agricultural insurance cov-

erage has historically reached 
only a small proportion of small-
holder farmers, largely due to dis-

tribution challenges, aႇordability 
constraints and limited awareness 
of insurance products in rural com-

munities.
POSB’s extensive branch network 
is expected to address one of the 
sector’s largest obstacles by bring-

ing insurance products directly to 
communities that already use the 
bank for savings, payments and 
transactional banking services.
The agricultural loan protection 
component of the partnership is 
expected to be a key growth area 
as farmers increasingly seek ¿-

nancing for inputs, seed and pro-

duction costs while lenders seek 
mechanisms to manage weath-

er-related credit risk.
Under the model, agricultural loans 
can be insured against adverse 
events such as drought, reducing 
exposure for both borrowers and 
lending institutions.
The agreement was announced 
shortly after government highlight-
ed the risk of El Niño conditions 
during the forthcoming agricultural 
season, increasing the relevance 
of insurance products designed to 
protect farm incomes and loan re-

payments.
Industry observers say the part-
nership could also support broad-

er ¿nancial inclusion objectives by 
integrating insurance products into 
existing banking relationships.
For rural customers, the arrange-

ment creates a single access point 
for savings, payments and risk 
management products that previ-
ously required engagement with 
multiple institutions.
The inclusion of goods-in-tran-

sit insurance is also expected to 
bene¿t traders, transporters and 
agri-business operators moving 
agricultural produce and commer-
cial stock across the country, pro-

viding formal protection against 
losses incurred during transporta-

tion.
Beyond the immediate commercial 
opportunity, the agreement may 
provide a template for future col-
laboration among Mutapa-owned 
entities as the sovereign wealth 
fund seeks to improve returns 
across its portfolio.
The success of the partnership 
will ultimately depend on custom-

er adoption, policy retention rates 
and claims performance over the 
coming seasons.
Financial sector analysts say 
transparent reporting on policy 
uptake and claims settlement will 
be critical in determining whether 
the initiative delivers sustainable 
value to customers while strength-

ening con¿dence in agricultural in-

surance products.
For POSB, the partnership oႇers 
an opportunity to monetise its 
longstanding rural presence and 
customer trust through additional 
fee-based services. For AFC In-

surance, it provides access to one 
of the country’s most extensive 
banking distribution networks.
Together, the two institutions are 
seeking to address a longstand-

ing gap in Zimbabwe’s agricultur-
al ¿nance ecosystem by bringing 
insurance products closer to the 
farmers, traders and rural enter-
prises that need them most.

POSB, AFC Insurance Sign Bancassurance 

Deal to Expand Agricultural Risk Cover
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By Tsitsi Ndabambi

The local fathers and their fam-

ilies are being treated to an ex-

traordinary abundance of choic-

es this Father’s Day weekend, 

as the city rolls out a vibrant 

and diverse calendar of events 
spanning live music concerts, 

theatrical productions, dance 

socials and community cultural 

festivals. 
From intimate dinner performanc-

es to grand open-air celebrations, 
the capital has something mean-

ingful on oႇer for every kind of 
family.
This weekend’s packed entertain-

ment schedule reÀects a broader 
and increasingly visible shift in how 
Harare’s residents are choosing to 
celebrate special occasions. Fam-

ily-centred festivities are no longer 
con¿ned to restaurants and pri-
vate gatherings only, they are now 
deeply intertwined with the city’s 
arts, culture and nightlife scenes, 
oႇering fathers a chance to create 
lasting memories alongside their 
loved ones while simultaneously 
championing homegrown creative 
talent.
Undoubtedly one of the most an-

ticipated highlights of the weekend 
is the commemoration of World 
Music Day, internationally known 
as the Fête de la Musique, taking 
place at the Alliance Française 
de Harare on Sunday afternoon. 
Running from 1:30pm through to 
7:00pm, the entirely free event 
promises a spirited showcase fea-

turing beloved local artists includ-

ing Mannex Motsi, Mbeu, Ruwa 
Choir, Pro Beatz, M.I.B. and Salsa 
Dance Basic, alongside a number 
of tantalising surprise performers 
yet to be revealed.
Rooted in a global tradition of 
uniting communities through the 
universal language of music, the 
annual festival is widely expected 
to attract families in search of an 
accessible and enriching Father’s 
Day outing. Early arrivals will be 
welcomed with complimentary 
drinks, while food and beverages 
will remain available for purchase 
throughout the afternoon, ensur-
ing a comfortable and festive at-
mosphere for all ages.
On the theatrical front, patrons 
have been making their way to 
Reps Theatre, where the ac-

claimed production ELTON con-

tinues its celebrated run through 
to June 27th. A jubilant tribute to 
the life and extraordinary musical 
legacy of British icon Elton John, 
this marks the theatre’s remark-

able 810th production which is a 
milestone achievement in itself. 
Helmed by award-winning Amer-

ican director and Fulbright Spe-

cialist James Carey, with musical 
direction provided by the talented 
Sabelo Nyoni, the show has cap-

tivated audiences and generated 
a substantial buzz among Hara-

re’s theatre community. The Sun-

day Father’s Day matinee oႇers a 
particularly special opportunity for 
families to experience this world-
class production together in the 
warmth of a daytime setting.
Dance lovers, meanwhile, have 
their own compelling reason to 
step out this weekend. The Alibi 
at Paddington Square in Chisipite 
is hosting an energetic Kizomba, 
Konpa, Salsa and Bachata social 
evening, a popular vibrant gath-

ering that begins with structured 
dance lessons under the guidance 
of the experienced instructor Shin-

gi, before Àowing into a free-form 
social dance session expertly cu-

rated by DJ Biskit. Welcoming 
participants of every skill level, 
the event speaks to the rapidly 
growing enthusiasm for Latin and 
Afro-Caribbean dance styles that 
has been sweeping through the 
social scene in recent years.
For those whose Father’s Day 
preference leans on live music 
in a relaxed setting, Chop Chop 
Restaurant will be hosting cele-

brated Afro-fusion artist Cynthia 
Mare, who takes the stage with her 
full band for a free-entry concert. 
Blending Afro-fusion and Afro-jazz 
in what promises to be a soulful 
and immersive performance, the 
evening stands as yet another 
family-friendly option for residents 
looking to mark the occasion with 
memorable live entertainment.
Adding further star power to the 

weekend’s proceedings is veter-
an musician Sulumani Chimbetu, 
who maintains a characteristically 
busy schedule. Fresh from his ap-

pearance at Maka’s Sip and Eat-
ery on Friday evening, the “Sean 
Timba” hitmaker is set to head-

line his much-talked-about fare-

well-to-South-Africa show at Sher-
wood Golf Club on Saturday. In a 
candid and lighthearted moment 
ahead of Father’s Day, Chimbetu 
admitted with a laugh that he had 
“absolutely no idea” what surpris-

es his own family might be plan-

ning for him. 
This is a charming reminder that 
even the country’s most prominent 
entertainment fathers are not im-

mune to the joy and unpredictabil-
ity of the day.
Beyond concerts and theatrical 
stages, the city’s hospitality sec-

tor has risen to the occasion with 
numerous restaurants and leisure 
venues rolling out specially curat-
ed Father’s Day lunch menus and 
family packages, each designed 
with togetherness and celebration 
at their core.
Harare’s thriving urban creative 
culture will also ¿nd its moment in 
the spotlight at Moto Social, the 
signature community event hosted 
by Moto Republik in Greater Ave-

nues. 
A dynamic convergence of music, 
fashion, street food, craft drinks, 
visual art and entrepreneurial pop-
ups, Moto Social has earned a 
reputation as one of the city’s most 
exciting platforms for emerging tal-
ent. 
This edition will once again bring 
together DJs, thrift fashion ven-

dors and creative innovators in a 

setting that underscores the grow-

ing signi¿cance of cultural spac-

es in shaping Zimbabwe’s next 

generation of artists and business 
minds.
And of course, no Father’s Day 
weekend in Zimbabwe would be 
complete without the spectacle 
unfolding across social media. 
Eyes will inevitably be trained on 
high-pro¿le ¿gures such as Sir 
Wicknell, Jah Prayzah, the ev-

er-enigmatic Winky D, Sekuru Bit-
terness and other celebrated men 
across the country, as fans eagerly 
anticipate what grand gestures or 
heartfelt moments they will choose 
to share publicly. Equally, audienc-

es will be watching to see what 
Madam Boss, Mai Titi and fellow 
socialites orchestrate for their part-
ners on behalf of their children. If 
past years are anything to go by, 
the online competition to outshine, 
out-celebrate and out-gift will gen-

erate entertainment of its own, 
dominating timelines, igniting con-

versations and keeping Zimbabwe 
glued to their screens for days.
Industry observers note that the 
remarkable diversity of this week-

end’s oႇerings stands as compel-
ling evidence of the resilience and 
creative ambition of Zimbabwe’s 
entertainment sector. 
As Father’s Day celebrations cas-

cade across the capital spreading 
to other cities, the harmonious 
blend of music, dance, theatre and 
community gatherings is poised 
to deliver genuinely memorable 
experiences that are not only for 
fathers and their families, but for 
the broader creative economy that 
continues to grow, innovate and 
inspire.

Father’s Day weekend serves up a rich feast of music, 
dance and family entertainment across town 
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By Sports Desk

Ten days into the largest FIFA 

World Cup in history, the three 

host nations have seized con-

trol of the narrative. 
The United States, Canada, and 
Mexico each sit atop their groups 
after two rounds of play, giving the 
2026 tournament an unmistakable 
North American charge as the 48-
team format makes its debut.
The competition opened on June 
11 and will run through July 19 
across 16 cities in the U.S., Can-

ada, and Mexico. Mexico and the 
United States have been Àaw-

less so far. Both are 2-0-0 with 
six points, leading Group A and 
Group D respectively. Mexico’s 
disciplined performances have set 
the standard in Group A, while the 
United States has paired defensive 
solidity with timely goals in front of 
capacity crowds. Canada leads 
Group B on four points after an 
opening victory and a hard-fought 
draw, completing a dominant start 
for the hosts.
The expanded ¿eld has already 
produced de¿ning moments. 
Japan delivered the most emphat-
ic result of the week, dismantling 
Tunisia 4-0 in Monterrey on Friday 
night. The Samurai Blue scored 
twice in each half and dominated 
possession, signaling that Asia’s 

top side intends to be more than 
a group-stage participant. In To-

ronto, Germany was forced to ral-
ly. Trailing Ivory Coast 1-0 at the 
break, the four-time champions 
struck twice in the second half to 
secure a 2-1 win and steady their 
campaign. Earlier that day in Kan-

sas City, Ecuador and Curaçao 
battled to a 0-0 stalemate, a result 
that highlighted how little margin 

for error exists even against tour-
nament newcomers.
Brazil remains the benchmark in 
Group C. The Seleção opened 
with a win over Scotland before 
being held by a resilient Morocco, 
leaving them on four points and 
still in control of their own path. 
The new structure, which sends 
the top two teams from each of the 
twelve groups plus the eight best 
third-place ¿nishers to a Round of 
32, has rewarded ambition. Qatar 
celebrated a milestone by earning 
its ¿rst World Cup point in a 1-1 
draw with Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na. 
Haiti, also making its debut, lost 
twice but scored against Moroc-

co and showed it belongs on the 
world stage.

The tournament’s third round of 
group matches begins this week-

end, and the picture will sharp-

en quickly. Uruguay meets Cape 
Verde in Miami tonight, with both 
sides still seeking their ¿rst win. 
For the hosts, the objective is 
clear: turn a strong start into a 
deep run before home supporters. 
For the rest of the ¿eld, the task is 
to match the pace set by Mexico, 
the U.S., and Canada.
With 38 teams still in contention 
and the knockout bracket looming, 
the 2026 World Cup has already 
delivered the scale and spectacle 
organizers promised. The next 
month will reveal whether the early 
momentum in North America can 
become history.

Sports :
Host nations command early spotlight as 

expanded tournament finds its footing

World Cup 2026
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