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By Abel Karowangoro recently in 
Masvingo 
For decades, disability in many 
societies has been viewed 
through the lens of limitation, de-
pendency and exclusion.
 Yet at Mucheke Stadium in Masvin-
go last week, thousands of Zimba-
bweans gathered to challenge that 
perception with a simple but pow-
erful message: disability does not 
mean inability.
The National Disability Expo 2026, 
officially opened by Vice President 
Dr Kembo Mohadi on behalf of 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
became more than an exhibition. It 
evolved into a national conversation 
about dignity, inclusion, empower-
ment and opportunity.
Held under the theme “Embracing 
Disability Inclusion in All Sectors: A 
Master Stroke for National Prosperi-
ty and Economic Development,” the 
expo brought together persons with 
disabilities, government ministries, 
development partners, civil soci-
ety organisations and communities 

from across Zimbabwe and beyond.
In his address, President Mnangag-
wa said persons with disabilities 
must never be viewed as objects of 
charity.
“The Government of Zimbabwe 
firmly believes that persons with dis-
abilities are not objects of charity but 
equal citizens, endowed with inher-
ent dignity, rights and capabilities,” 
the President said in remarks deliv-
ered by Vice President Mohadi.
Those words resonated throughout 
the exhibition grounds, where en-
trepreneurs, farmers, artists, inno-
vators and professionals living with 
disabilities demonstrated their tal-
ents and abilities.
The President emphasized that dis-
ability inclusion is not merely a so-
cial obligation but a constitutional 
and developmental imperative.
“Disability inclusion is not merely 
a social obligation; it is a constitu-
tional, developmental imperative, a 
necessity and a human rights obli-
gation.”
For many participants, the expo rep-

resented a turning point.
Instead of focusing on what persons 
with disabilities cannot do, the ex-
hibition highlighted what they can 
achieve when barriers are removed 
and opportunities are created.
Mr Gibson Gurumani, himself a ben-
eficiary of disability empowerment 
programmes, has established two 
companies that support persons 
with disabilities.
He said government policies had 
created opportunities that many 
people with disabilities had long de-
sired.
“We must avoid the receiving syn-
drome. We must become entrepre-
neurs, employers and contributors 
to the economy.”
His story reflects the changing nar-
rative surrounding disability in Zim-
babwe.
The National Disability Expo demon-
strated that persons with disabilities 
are participating in agriculture, busi-
ness, education, mining, manufac-
turing and community development.
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Abel Karowangoro
and Kelvin Matore 
recently in Beitbridge 

A wave of relief, gratitude and renewed 
hope swept through Beitbridge Border 
Post this week as hundreds of Zimba-
bweans returned home under a Govern-
ment-led repatriation programme follow-
ing the June 30 deadline in South Africa 
that left many undocumented migrants 
fearing for their safety.
For many of the returnees, the journey 
home marked the end of weeks of uncer-
tainty, fear and hardship after intensified 
operations against undocumented foreign 
nationals disrupted their lives, forcing 
them to abandon jobs, businesses and 
personal belongings.
Responding swiftly to the plight of its cit-
izens, the Government of Zimbabwe, un-
der the leadership of President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, coordinated a nationwide 
repatriation exercise through the Embassy 
of Zimbabwe in Pretoria and other Gov-
ernment departments. The programme 
was strengthened by the support of busi-
nesses, philanthropists, transport opera-
tors and development partners who mo-
bilised food, transport and humanitarian 
assistance for stranded Zimbabweans.
The intervention ensured that vulnerable 
families, women, children and the elderly 
who could not afford transport back home 
were assisted to return safely and with 
dignity.
Authorities said the repatriation pro-

gramme reflects Government's commit-
ment to protecting Zimbabwean citizens 
wherever they may be while ensuring that 
those returning home receive the support 
needed to rebuild their lives.
Among those who arrived at Beitbridge 
was Kumburai Chatima, who travelled 
from the Eastern Cape with her children 
after losing everything during the recent 
operations targeting undocumented for-
eign nationals.
Fighting back tears, Chatima described the 
assistance she received from the Zimba-
bwean Government and its partners as a 
lifesaving intervention.
"It was not easy for us to come back to 
Zimbabwe because we did not have 
money. We never expected that we would 
be forced to leave South Africa. I want to 
thank the Government, donors and every-
one who helped us, even those whose 
names we do not know. May God bless 
them. At the Zimbabwe Embassy we were 
given food and our children never went 
hungry. We are happy to be back home 
safely and we have now put those painful 
experiences behind us."
Chatima said she lost all her possessions 
and source of livelihood during the opera-
tion, leaving her family with no option but 
to seek assistance to return home.
Another returnee, Nyarai Murungweni, 
said the deteriorating situation made it 
impossible for many Zimbabweans to re-
main in South Africa.
"We did not have money to come back. 
The situation became very difficult fol-

lowing the June 30 developments and 
fear caused by xenophobic attacks. I want 
to sincerely thank President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa and everyone who helped 
us. We came back with nothing after los-
ing our property. Our hope is that Govern-
ment will empower us so that we can re-
build our lives here and never be forced to 
leave Zimbabwe again. I am grateful that 
we travelled safely and are now home."
For Lavender Nare from Gokwe, who had 
been living in Cape Town, returning home 
was both an emotional and uncertain ex-
perience.
"Government assisted us to come back 
because of the situation in South Africa. I 
returned with nothing and I do not know 
how I will provide for my family. My prayer 
is that I can find work and start my life 
again."
Speaking to Hurumende News Hub at Be-
itbridge Border Post, Brendon Zenge said 
he was relieved to have reached Zimba-
bwe safely after enduring weeks of anx-
iety.
"I am happy that we are now safe at 
home. The situation there was not good. 
We thank the Government for helping to 
bring us home. I am a builder and I am 
ready to use my skills to help build our 
country. What I need now is an opportuni-
ty to work and support my family."
Another returnee, Munyaradzi Makani-
hwa, who had been living in the Western 
Cape, said he immediately sought assis-
tance from the Zimbabwe Embassy after 
learning of the June 30 deadline.

"The moment I heard about the deadline, I 
surrendered myself at the Zimbabwe Em-
bassy where we received food, accommo-
dation and assistance with transport back 
home. It was not an easy experience, but 
today we are safely back in Zimbabwe. 
We thank President Mnangagwa, Govern-
ment officials and everyone who contrib-
uted towards bringing us home."
The repatriation programme has been 
widely welcomed by returnees, many of 
whom said they would have remained 
stranded in South Africa had it not been 
for the intervention by Government and its 
partners.
Several of the returnees appealed for 
continued support through employment 
opportunities, skills development and em-
powerment programmes to enable them 
to rebuild their livelihoods and contribute 
to Zimbabwe's economic development.
Government officials said the repatriation 
exercise remains ongoing, with authorities 
continuing to work closely with the Em-
bassy of Zimbabwe in Pretoria and other 
stakeholders to facilitate the safe return of 
Zimbabweans still wishing to come home.
As buses carrying returnees rolled through 
Beitbridge, the mood was one of gratitude 
and renewed optimism. Despite arriv-
ing with little more than the clothes they 
wore, many said they were thankful to be 
back on home soil, where they now look 
forward to rebuilding their lives in safety 
and dignity with the support of Govern-
ment and fellow Zimbabweans.

“WE ARE FREE, WE ARE SAFE... “WE ARE FREE, WE ARE SAFE... 
THANK YOU, ZIMBABWE!”THANK YOU, ZIMBABWE!”

Emotional returnees hail President Emmerson Mnangagwa, Government and 
compassionate Zimbabweans after a coordinated repatriation exercise res-
cues hundreds stranded in South Africa following the June 30 deadline._
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The arrest of a Mutare man accused 
of assaulting a police officer, in an in-
cident that quickly spread across so-
cial media, is a timely reminder that 
respect for the rule of law remains the 
cornerstone of any peaceful and or-
derly society.

No matter the circumstances, assault-
ing a law enforcement officer carry-
ing out official duties can never be 
justified. Police officers are entrusted 
with maintaining public order, enforc-
ing the law and protecting citizens. 
While they are not above the law 
themselves and must always act pro-
fessionally and within the confines of 
the Constitution, disagreements with 
police conduct should never descend 
into violence.

Zimbabwe has established legal 
mechanisms through which citizens 
can lodge complaints against officers 
they believe have acted improperly. 
These include reporting to senior po-
lice officers, the Police General Head-
quarters and other oversight mecha-
nisms. Taking the law into one’s own 
hands only compounds the problem 
and undermines the justice system.

The Zimbabwe Republic Police’s warn-
ing to kombi operators, pirate taxi op-
erators and members of the public is 

therefore both timely and necessary. 
Incidents involving confrontations be-
tween motorists and law enforcement 
officers have become increasingly 
common, often fuelled by impatience, 
misunderstanding or outright defiance 
of the law. Such behaviour threatens 
public safety and erodes respect for 
institutions that exist to serve society.

Equally worrying is the growing mis-
use of social media to spread misin-
formation. The false claims alleging 
that police officers were targeting 
returning Zimbabweans at Beitbridge 
Border Post demonstrate how quickly 
unverified information can create un-
necessary panic and damage public 
confidence.

Commissioner Paul Nyathi was correct 
to clarify that the viral video in ques-
tion had no connection with the repa-
triation of Zimbabweans from South 
Africa. Such misinformation not only 
misleads the public but also has the 
potential to inflame tensions and un-
dermine legitimate Government pro-
grammes aimed at assisting returning 
citizens.

The digital age demands greater re-
sponsibility from every social media 
user. Before sharing a video or for-

warding a message, citizens must first 
verify its authenticity. The pursuit of 
online attention should never come at 
the expense of truth.

At the same time, the police have an 
equally important responsibility to 
uphold the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism. Public confidence in law 
enforcement is built on fairness, trans-
parency and accountability. Respect 
between the police and the commu-

nities they serve is a two-way street.

Zimbabwe cannot build a peaceful 
and law-abiding society where vio-
lence against law enforcement officers 
is normalised or where misinforma-
tion is allowed to flourish unchecked.

Respect for the badge does not mean 
blind acceptance of wrongdoing; it 
means respecting the institutions of 
justice while using lawful avenues 

to seek redress whenever necessary. 
Likewise, those entrusted with en-
forcing the law must continue to earn 
public trust through integrity, restraint 
and professionalism.

The rule of law remains one of the 
strongest pillars of democracy. Pro-
tecting it is not the responsibility of 
the police alone—it is the collective 
duty of every Zimbabwean.

Respect the Badge, Uphold the Rule of Law
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Young women across Mashonaland East have been 
urged to stop waiting for men to drive economic 
change as the Second Republic rolls out ambitious 
empowerment programmes targeting female entre-
preneurs.

Provincial Chairperson Cde F. Chinomona yesterday 
launched the Big Mukando savings initiative under 
the Young Women for Economic Development um-
brella, challenging women to take charge of their 
financial future through the Dollar-a-Day Mukando 
scheme.

"Stop waiting for men to do everything.
"Work hard, start your businesses, and build family 
prosperity," she said.

The programme, spearheaded by ICT, Postal and Cou-
rier Services Minister Hon. Tatenda Mavetera, aims to 
create sustainable income streams through savings, 
business ventures and income-generating projects.

Speaking on the initiative, Hon. Mavetera empha-
sised the transformative power of women's economic 

participation.
"If you empower a woman, you empower a nation", 
stressing that women's financial independence is key 
to national development.

Vision 2030 begins with strong families and commu-
nities, the Provincial Chairperson emphasised, while 
also cautioning young women to maintain dignity, 
discipline, and self-respect.

"Women of character, confidence and hard work build 
strong families, prosperous communities and a pro-
gressive nation," said Cde Chinomona..

Hon. Mavetera, who also serves as National Chair-
person of Young Women for Economic Development, 
reaffirmed the programme's inclusive vision.
"As we journey towards Vision 2030, we will make 
sure no young woman is left behind."

The initiative demonstrates the Second Republic's 
commitment to inclusive development, ensuring no 
one and no place is left behind in Zimbabwe's eco-
nomic transformation agenda.

Big mukando boost for Goromonzi women
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Itai Mazire 

Government has dramatically expand-
ed its liquefied petroleum gas storage 
capacity with the completion of Phase 
Two of the National Oil Infrastructure 
Company's facility in Ruwa, a move 
authorities say will strengthen energy 
security and accelerate the transition 
to clean cooking fuels across the coun-
try.

The enlarged storage and handling 
facility significantly increases strate-
gic reserves, creating a buffer against 
supply disruptions and market volatil-
ity.

"The expanded facility significantly 
increases the country's LPG storage 
capacity, creating larger strategic re-
serves that will help minimise supply 
disruptions, stabilise the market, and 
reduce the risk of shortages during pe-
riods of high demand," said the com-

pany in a statement.

As one of Zimbabwe's largest LPG 
storage and handling facilities, the 
Ruwa project strengthens the coun-
try's ability to maintain consistent gas 
supplies while supporting growing 
demand driven by economic develop-
ment and the increasing adoption of 
cleaner energy technologies.

The investment forms part of the 
Government's broader strategy to 
modernise energy infrastructure and 
ensure a reliable, affordable and sus-
tainable energy supply.

Increased storage capacity is expected 
to improve LPG distribution efficiency 
nationwide, benefiting households, 
businesses and industries through 
more dependable fuel supplies.

Greater availability of LPG is likely to 
encourage more families to transition 

from firewood and charcoal to clean-
er energy sources, contributing to 
reduced deforestation, lower carbon 
emissions and improved public health.

The development represents anoth-

er important step towards building a 
more resilient, efficient and sustain-
able national energy sector, officials 
said.

The Ruwa facility now stands as a 

cornerstone of Zimbabwe's energy 
security architecture, positioning the 
country to meet rising demand while 
advancing environmental and public 
health objectives.

Govt boosts LPG storageGovt boosts LPG storage
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Mutare man for assaulting a police 
officer at a service station in a disturb-
ing attack captured on video that has 

Cop basher nabbed Hurumende Crime Desk 

National police spokesperson Assis-
tant Commissioner Paul Nyathi has 
confirmed the arrest of a 29-year-old 
Mutare man accused of assaulting 
a police officer following an incident 
captured in a viral social media video.
Nyathi said Brendon Tsakatsa (29) of 
Chikanga 1, Mutare, was arrested for 
allegedly assaulting Constable Max-
well Mukumbuzi at a service station in 
Mutare on 29 June 2026.
“The Zimbabwe Republic Police 
strongly warns kombi and pirate taxi 
operators, as well as members of the 
public, against assaulting, resisting or 
obstructing police officers in the law-
ful execution of their duties,” Nyathi 
said in a statement.
In a separate statement, Nyathi also 
dismissed viral social media claims 
alleging that police officers were tar-
geting Zimbabweans returning from 
South Africa at the Beitbridge Border 
Post. He said the video being circulat-
ed was unrelated to Beitbridge and 
instead showed an earlier incident at 
Jumbo Mine in Mazowe.
Nyathi said investigations had been 
launched to identify those responsible 
for spreading what police described 
as false and misleading information 
on social media.
This version uses direct attribution to 
the national police spokesperson in a 
standard hard news style.

ZRP Arrests Mutare Man Over Alleged Assault of Police Officer

Abel Karowangoro

President Xi’s Global Vision Offers 
New Hope for Africa
Chinese President Xi Jinping addresses 
delegates during celebrations marking 
the 105th anniversary of the Commu-
nist Party of China at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing on Wednesday, 
where he reaffirmed China’s commit-
ment to global peace, development 
and international cooperation.
Chinese President Xi Jinping has used 
the 105th anniversary of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) to highlight 
Beijing’s growing role in global af-
fairs, presenting China as a champion 
of peace, development and interna-
tional cooperation at a time of rising 
geopolitical tensions and economic 
uncertainty.

Speaking at the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple in Beijing on Wednesday, Presi-
dent Xi delivered a speech that placed 
China’s international influence at the 
centre of his message, marking a no-
ticeable shift from previous anniversa-
ry addresses that largely focused on 
domestic development and national 
rejuvenation.

The Chinese leader said the world was 
undergoing profound changes that 
required countries to strengthen co-
operation, uphold multilateralism and 
pursue shared development.

“As profound changes unseen in a 
century accelerate across the globe, 
the world has entered a new period 
of turbulence and transformation, 
and humanity stands once again at a 
crossroads,” President Xi said.

He called on nations to uphold peace, 
development, cooperation and mutual 
benefit while working together to ad-
dress global challenges.
President Xi said the Communist Party 
of China had played a significant role 
in shaping modern global develop-
ment.

President Xi’s Global Vision Offers New Hope for Africa
“The Communist Party of China has 
deeply changed the trend and tra-
jectory of the world’s development 
through relentless struggle,” he said.

Founded in 1921, the CPC established 
the People’s Republic of China in 1949 
and has since overseen the country’s 
transformation from a largely agrarian 
economy into the world’s second-larg-
est economy.

Today, China accounts for nearly 30 
percent of global manufacturing out-
put and has become a major player 
in international trade, investment and 
development financing.

President Xi described the CPC as 
“the world’s largest ruling party with 
significant global influence,” empha-
sizing China’s growing role in global 
governance and international cooper-
ation.

His remarks are particularly significant 
for Africa, where China has emerged 
as one of the continent’s largest trad-
ing partners and development part-
ners over the past two decades.

Chinese investment has supported 
infrastructure projects across Africa, 
including roads, railways, power sta-
tions, airports, dams and industrial 
parks.

In Zimbabwe, Chinese companies 
have invested in mining, energy, man-
ufacturing, agriculture and infrastruc-
ture development, helping to expand 
productive capacity and improve con-
nectivity.

For many African countries, Presi-
dent Xi’s message of cooperation 
and shared development aligns with 
efforts to accelerate industrialisation, 
improve infrastructure and create em-
ployment opportunities.

The Chinese leader said China would 
continue promoting initiatives aimed 
at strengthening international coop-

eration, including the Global Devel-
opment Initiative, the Global Security 
Initiative and the Global Civilization 
Initiative.

These initiatives seek to address com-
mon challenges such as poverty, food 
insecurity, climate change, economic 
inequality and global instability.

President Xi said China’s development 
experience had created opportunities 
for other developing countries seek-
ing alternative pathways to economic 
transformation.

“Today, as the Party leads the people 
in advancing Chinese modernisation, 
we have created a new form of human 
advancement and expanded the path-
ways to modernisation for developing 
countries,” he said.

For many African nations, China’s 
rapid economic growth and industrial 
transformation provide important les-
sons on infrastructure development, 
manufacturing growth and poverty 
reduction.

President Xi also stressed the impor-
tance of global stability and security, 
noting that development and peace 

are closely linked.

“A strong country must have a strong 
military, and only a strong military can 
ensure national security,” he said.

China remains the world’s sec-
ond-largest military spender and has 
increasingly participated in United 
Nations peacekeeping operations, in-
cluding missions in Africa.

The Chinese leader also reiterated Bei-
jing’s position on Taiwan, opposing 
what he described as “Taiwan inde-
pendence” and external interference 
in the issue.

He said resolving the Taiwan question 
remained the Communist Party’s his-
torical responsibility while calling for 
continued stability in Hong Kong and 
Macau.

For African countries, China’s empha-
sis on sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and non-interference in domestic af-
fairs continues to resonate strongly.

Many African governments have tra-
ditionally supported these principles 
and have often called for greater 

representation of developing nations 
within international institutions.

Zimbabwe, which is preparing to as-
sume a non-permanent seat on the 
United Nations Security Council, may 
find particular relevance in President 
Xi’s emphasis on dialogue, multilater-
alism and peaceful coexistence.

As geopolitical tensions, climate chal-
lenges and economic pressures con-
tinue to affect developing countries, 
China’s role in Africa is expected to 
remain significant.

For many African nations, President 
Xi’s speech represents not only Chi-
na’s vision for the future internation-
al order but also a reaffirmation of 
Beijing’s commitment to partnerships 
with the Global South.

As the world enters what President Xi 
described as a “new period of turbu-
lence and transformation”, Africa is 
increasingly becoming an important 
player in global affairs, with China 
positioning itself as one of the con-
tinent’s key strategic partners in de-
velopment, trade and international 
cooperation.

gone viral on social media, authorities 
said yesterday.

National Police Spokesperson Com-
missioner Paul Nyathi confirmed the 
arrest of Brendon Tsakatsa of number 
1285 Chikanga 1, Mutare, over the as-
sault on Constable Maxwell Mukum-
buzi at a service station in Mutare on 
29 June 2026.

"Brendon Tsakatsa (29) of number 
1285 Chikanga 1, Mutare has been 
arrested for assaulting Constable Max-
well Mukumbuzi at a service station in 
Mutare."

The ZRP has issued a stern warning 
to kombi and pirate taxi operators, 
as well as all members of the public, 
against attacking law enforcement of-
ficers in the execution of their duties.

He urged citizens to cooperate with 
law enforcement and to channel 
any grievances about police conduct 
through established procedures rather 
than resorting to violence.

Tsakatsa is expected to appear in court 

soon facing assault charges, with po-
lice vowing to prosecute such cases 
without leniency.

In an unrelated incident, police has 
dismissed a viral social media post on 
a video with claims that police officers 
are assaulting or targeting returning 
immigrants from South Africa at the 
Beitbridge Border Post. 

"For the record, the video in question 
relates to a mining operation incident 
at Jumbo Mine in Mazowe sometime 
back. It has nothing to do at all with 
returning residents from South Africa 
or the situation at Beitbridge Border 
Post.

"The ZRP therefore dismisses as false 
and misleading social media claims al-
leging that police officers are conduct-
ing an operation targeting returning 
immigrants. Investigations have now 
been instituted to account for those 
who are peddling false information 
through abuse or misuse of social 
media platforms," said Commissioner 
Nyathi.

Itai Mazire 

Police have arrested a 29-year-old 
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In a sweeping executive shake-
up, President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa has officially stripped the 
Ministry of Agriculture of its land 
administration duties, handing 
total control of the country’s crit-
ical land statutes to the Minister 
of Lands and Rural Development.

Statutory Instrument 109 of 
2026, published in the Govern-
ment Gazette on July 3, assigns 
the administration of ten major 
land-related Acts to the new port-
folio. The move, made in terms 
of Section 104(1) of the Consti-
tution, effectively sidelines the 
agriculture ministry from all land 
matters—repealing previous as-
signments made under SI 203 of 
2023 and SI 95 of 2026.

The schedule gives the Minister 
of Lands and Rural Development 
exclusive authority over the Land 
Acquisition Act, Communal Land 
Act, Land Commission Act, and 
the Agricultural and Rural De-
velopment Authority Act, among 
others. The notice also consol-
idates control over surveying, 
occupation conditions, and land 
tenure reforms.

The dramatic restructuring sig-
nals a major policy pivot by the 
President, separating rural devel-
opment and land administration 
from agricultural production and 
water resources. The previous 
ministerial assignments are now 
officially defunct.

President Mnangagwa hands over 
10 key Acts to new Lands Ministry 

Itai Mazire 

Deputy Minister of Local Government 
and Public Works, Honourable Albert 
Mavunga, on 3 July,  officially com-
missioned 34 motorbikes and three 
service delivery vehicles for Matobo 
Rural District Council, declaring that 
“the era where poor service delivery 
is accepted as normal is over”.

The motorbikes, with an engine ca-
pacity of JV150cc, were procured 
at a total cost of USD 48 620 using 
council revenue, while the three Nis-
san service vehicles were acquired for 
USD 99 300, two through devolution 
funding and the third through ZINARA 
funding.

Speaking at the commissioning cer-
emony held at Matobo RDC, Hon. 
Mavunga who was representing 
Minister Hon. Daniel Garwe said the 
investment demonstrated Govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment to 
building capable and citizen-centred 
local authorities that are equipped to 
deliver quality services to every Zim-
babwean, regardless of where they 
live.

“National development begins within 
our wards, villages and communities.
“Every completed development proj-
ect and every responsive local au-
thority contributes directly towards 
the attainment of a prosperous and 
empowered upper-middle-income 
Zimbabwe," said Hon. Garwe.

He said that the motorbikes would 
significantly enhance councillors’ abil-
ity to discharge their representative 
responsibilities in a district character-
ised by vast geographical areas, diffi-
cult terrain and dispersed settlements. 

“These challenges have often limited 
regular interaction between council-
lors and the communities they repre-
sent.

“Through this initiative, councillors 
will now be better positioned to con-
duct ward visits, engage communi-

ties, monitor development projects 
and ensure that community concerns 
are addressed promptly.”

Hon. Garwe issued a stern warning 
to councillors, reminding them that 
“these motorbikes remain Council as-
sets until fully paid for in accordance 
with the agreed terms.”

In a sharp rebuke to land barons,  he 
said, “Let me reiterate in the strongest 
terms possible, that the 2nd Republic 
will not tolerate the illegal sale and al-
location of land through the so-called 
‘Sabhuku Deals’. Those involved shall 
face the full force of the law.” 

He called upon traditional leaders, 
local authorities and citizens to reject 
these unlawful practices.

Hon. Garwe also welcomed the recent 
launch of the Citizen Engagement 
Scoring Platform by President Emmer-
son Mnangagwa, describing it as “a 
landmark reform that provides resi-
dents with an opportunity to assess 
local authorities across key service de-
livery areas in real time.” He said His 
Excellency indicated that Government 
is ‘not merely launching a digital plat-
form, but deepening our democracy 
and participatory governance’.”

The event was attended by Minis-
ter of State for Provincial Affairs and 
Devolution, Matabeleland South 
Province, Hon. A. Nguluvhe; Mem-
bers of Parliament, Senate and Polit-
buro; Chiefs and traditional leaders; 
Secretary for Provincial Affairs and 
Devolution Mrs L.L Dhlamini–Mase-
ko; Acting Provincial Director for Local 
Government Services Mr Z. Jusa; Pro-
vincial Development Committee and 
JOC Members; District Development 
Coordinator for Matobo Mr O. Cha-
putsira; Council Chairperson Alder-
man T. Sibanda and other councillors; 
Chief Executive Officer Mr E. Sibanda 
and council staff; RDC members; the 
Matobo District business community; 
members of ZANU PF; and the entire 
Matobo community.

Local government commissions 
service vehicles, motobikes for 
Matobo RDC



Itai Mazire 

The numbers tell a powerful story of 
national unity and compassion. As of 
2 July 2026, an astonishing 58,768 
Zimbabweans have returned home 
from South Africa, 47 703 through 
self-repatriation and 11 065 facilitat-
ed by our government. 

This is not merely a statistic, it is a 
testament to what we can achieve 
when we work together as one na-
tion, united in purpose and heart.

This monumental homecoming 
represents more than just people 
crossing borders. It represents hope 
restored, dignity preserved and a 
government that refuses to abandon 
its citizens, no matter where they are. 

The Government of Zimbabwe has 
demonstrated unwavering commit-
ment to its people, coordinating 
movements across South Africa from 
Cape Town to Durban, ensuring that 
every returning citizen is processed 
with dignity and care.

What makes this repatriation effort 
truly remarkable is the extraordinary 
partnership between government, 
private sector and civil society. 

This is not a story of government ac-

tion alone, it is a story of Zimbabwe-
an solidarity at its finest. 

The private sector has risen mag-
nificently to the occasion. Dr Ku-
dakwashe Tagwirei's Bridging Gaps 
Foundation contributed 11 buses, 
while Cde Esau Mupfumi and Dr Paul 
Tungwarara added 6 more to the gov-
ernment's fleet. 

These are not just vehicles, they are 
lifelines carrying our people home.

The humanitarian response has been 
equally heartwarming. The World 
Food Programme, UNICEF, No-One 
Sleeps Hungry, and Life Foundation 
have stepped forward with food-
stuffs, blankets and child-friendly 
amenities. 

The City of Cape Town provided 16 
buses, while the Adventist Relief and 
Development Agency donated an ad-
ditional 8 buses in Cape Town. 

Two ambulances from Higherlife 
Foundation and Life Foundation now 
serve at the Beitbridge Reception 
Centre, ensuring medical care for 
those who need it most.

This comprehensive response demon-
strates that Zimbabwe understands 
that repatriation is no just about mov-

ing people, it is about restoring lives. 

The establishment of child-friendly 
play centres shows that we recognize 
the vulnerability of families and chil-
dren in this process. 

The provision of temporary shelter, 
food and toiletries speaks to a gov-
ernment that understands the basic 
human needs of its citizens.

The coordination between Zimba-
bwe's Embassy, its Consulates and 
the temporary repatriation centres 
reflects a well-oiled machine working 
tirelessly for our people. 

With approximately 600 Zimbabwe-
ans being processed at Epping Repa-
triation Centre, awaiting transfer to 
Musina, we see an organised system 
that leaves no one behind.

Critics may question why our citizens 
left in the first place, but that misses 
the point entirely. What matters now 
is how we welcome them home, how 
we reintegrate them into our society, 
and how we harness their skills and 
experiences for national develop-
ment. 

These returning citizens bring with 
them diverse skills, international ex-
posure and a renewed appreciation 

for their homeland.

This repatriation effort sends a clear 
message to the world, Zimbabwe 
takes care of its own. 

It demonstrates that we have the ca-
pacity, the compassion, and the com-
mitment to manage complex humani-
tarian operations. 

We have shown that government and 
private sector can work hand in hand 
for the greater good.

The success of this operation also 
highlights the importance of region-
al cooperation. Our relationship 
with South Africa in facilitating this 
smooth repatriation demonstrates 
the strength of African solidarity and 
the importance of diplomatic engage-
ment.

As we welcome our brothers and sis-
ters home, we must look beyond the 
immediate logistics to the future. 

These returning citizens will contrib-
ute to Zimbabwe's economy, bring 
new perspectives, and strengthen our 
social fabric. 

Their homecoming is not an end but 
a beginning, a chance to rebuild and 
grow together.

The Zimbabwean spirit has always 
been one of resilience, generosity, 
and unity. This repatriation effort em-
bodies all these qualities and more. 
It shows that when faced with chal-
lenges, we do not turn inward but 
reach out to one another. We do not 
abandon our own but find creative 
ways to bring them home.

As the buses continue to roll and 
the welcome centres continue to 
process our returning citizens, let us 
remember that each person arriving 
represents a family reunited, a new 
beginning and a vote of confidence in 
the future of Zimbabwe. 

Let us continue to work together, 
government, private sector, and civil 
society, to ensure that every returning 
citizen finds not just a country, but a 
home.

This is Zimbabwe's finest hour, a mo-
ment when we showed the world 
what we are truly capable of when 
we put aside our differences and 
work for the common good. 

Our people are coming home and our 
nation is stronger for it.

A Homecoming of Hope
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More than 58 700 Zimbabwean na-
tionals have returned from South 
Africa since late May, authorities con-
firmed last week, as one of the larg-
est mass repatriation exercises in the 
country’s history continues to gather 
momentum amid ongoing anti-mi-
grant unrest across the border.

According to the latest government 
figures, a cumulative total of 11 065 
returnees have been facilitated by the 
Zimbabwean government, while a 
further 47 703 have made their way 
back through self-repatriation. The 
grand total now stands at 58 768 as 
of 2 July 2026.

The Zimbabwe Embassy and its con-
sulates are coordinating movements 
of citizens across South Africa to the 
Musina Temporary Repatriation Cen-
tre, including from Cape Town and 
Durban, while also organising tempo-

rary shelter and moving food, toilet-
ries and buses to those in need. 

About 600 Zimbabweans were still 
being processed at the Epping Repa-
triation Centre in Cape Town pending 
transfer to Musina.

The repatriation drive follows months 
of growing public protests over illegal 
migration in South Africa, which cul-
minated in a nationwide demonstra-
tion on 30 June. 

South Africa’s Border Management 
Authority has processed more than 35 
000 individuals through voluntary re-
patriation and deportation operations 
at the Beitbridge Border Post since 
early June, with the majority being 
Zimbabwean and Malawian nationals.

Acting Commissioner of the Border 
Management Authority, Major General 

(Rtd) David Chilembe, said they were 
working around the clock to facilitate 
smooth repatriation of Zimbabweans.

“Since we started here on the sev-
enth, when the president announced 
the measures that we have to put in 
place with regard to migration issues, 
we have dealt with more than 35 000 
people that we have repatriated and 
deported through this border post”.

South African Home Affairs Minister 
Leon Schreiber confirmed that au-
thorities have processed 525 govern-
ment-arranged buses transporting 
migrants, mainly to Zimbabwe and 
Malawi, with more than 30 000 indi-
viduals repatriated from the eThekwi-
ni metropolitan area alone.

On the Zimbabwean side, Regional 
Immigration Officer Joshua Chibundu 
said his team was managing the influx 

without disrupting normal traffic flow. 

“Our team is equal to the task. We are 
seeing people arriving independently 
and others coming through state-as-
sisted evacuations. In both cases, 
we are processing them in an orderly 
manner,” he said. 

He added that all returnees are be-
ing profiled at the border to help the 
government record numbers, identify 
vulnerable cases and plan onward 
movement to home districts.

The government has received signifi-
cant support from private donors and 
international partners. 

Businessman Dr Kudakwashe Tag-
wirei’s Bridging Gaps Foundation do-
nated 11 buses, while Cde Esau Mup-
fumi and Dr Paul Tungwarara provided 
six more. 

The City of Cape Town supplied 16 
buses that moved returnees to Musina 
on 1 July and the Adventist Relief and 
Development Agency (ARDA) donated 
an additional eight buses.

Two ambulances have been deployed 
to the Beitbridge Reception Centre, 
while the World Food Programme, 
UNICEF, No-One Sleeps Hungry and 
the Life Foundation have contributed 
foodstuffs, blankets and child-friendly 
play centres.

Presidential spokesperson George 
Charamba has urged returning Zimba-
bweans to view their homecoming as 
permanent. 

“South Africa is no longer an option,” 
he said, calling on citizens to rebuild 
their lives and contribute to the coun-
try’s development.

Nearly 59 000Nearly 59 000
ZimbabweansZimbabweans
return homereturn home

“Since we start-
ed here on the 
seventh, when 

the president an-
nounced the mea-
sures that we have 
to put in place with 
regard to migration 

issues, we have 
dealt with more 

than 35 000 people 
that we have re-
patriated and de-

ported through this 
border post”.
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The Zimbabwe Music Rights Associa-
tion (ZIMURA) has taken its copyright 
awareness campaign behind bars, 
conducting a landmark training pro-
gramme at Chikurubi Maximum Pris-
on for inmates pursuing professional 
music careers.

The initiative, which targeted both 
female and male inmates, sought to 
educate incarcerated artists on the 
importance of music copyright, intel-
lectual property rights and the oppor-
tunities available through proper reg-
istration and royalty collection.

A ZIMURA delegation led by Mr Servi-
ous Matiza urged inmates to view mu-
sic as more than mere entertainment.

"Music is a universal language, and 
understanding how it works can em-
power you to create, protect your 
work and earn from your talent," he 
said.

The training covered the basics of 
music copyright, the importance of 
registering musical works and how 
royalties are collected and distributed. 

In a significant move, ZIMURA also 

conducted a registration exercise to 
enable inmates with original music to 
begin the process of protecting their 
work and being officially recognised 
as artists.

Harare Metropolitan Province Rehabil-
itation Officer Superintendent Gwauya 
Mutuke commended ZIMURA for the 
initiative, saying it would help incar-
cerated artists benefit from their talent 
and support their reintegration into 
society.
"We sincerely thank ZIMURA for tak-
ing their time to educate our inmates 
on music rights and copyright. This 
initiative has provided them with an 
opportunity to reform, discover their 
talents, and prepare for productive 
lives after release," said Superinten-
dent Mutuke.

"We appreciate the great opportunity 
given to our inmates to learn about 
how they can benefit from their talent 
while they are both incarcerated and 
after release."

The programme forms part of ZIMU-
RA's broader efforts to ensure that 
artists, including those in correctional 
facilities, understand their rights and 

ZIMURA visits Chikurubi inmates

Shyline Majaji 

In a photograph that has quickly cap-
tured attention on social media, busi-
nessman and philanthropist Sir Wick-
nell Chivayo is seen kneeling beside 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, a 
gesture many of his supporters have 
interpreted as a powerful expression 
of humility, loyalty and respect.

The image accompanied a lengthy 
post in which Chivayo reflected on his 
meeting with the President following 
a business trip to Dubai. 
Rather than focusing solely on their 
discussions, the photograph has be-
come the talking point, with many 
saying it illustrates the high regard 
in which Chivayo holds the Head of 
State.

For supporters, the kneeling posture 
symbolises deference to the Office of 
the President and echoes Chivayo’s 
repeated description of Mnangagwa 
as a leader he deeply admires. 

In his accompanying post, Chivayo 
praised the President’s concern for 
Zimbabweans stranded in South Afri-

ca and revealed that he had commit-
ted to mobilising US$1 million to sup-
port government repatriation efforts.

While interpretations of the image 
vary, Chivayo’s supporters have de-

scribed it as a rare public display of 
humility from one of Zimbabwe’s most 
prominent businessmen, arguing that 
respect for leadership is reflected not 
only in words but also in actions.

The photograph has since sparked 
widespread discussion online, adding 
another chapter to the businessman’s 
close public association with President 
Mnangagwa.

This version centers on the image it-
self while avoiding stating subjective 
interpretations as fact, instead attrib-
uting them to supporters or present-
ing them as interpretations.

A Gesture of Respect: Sir Wicknell’s 
Humble Pose Speaks Louder Than Words

can benefit from their creative work.

For inmates at Chikurubi, the training 
represents a rare opportunity to pro-
fessionalise their craft behind bars 
and emerge with marketable skills 
and protected intellectual property.

ZIMURA, which is mandated to ad-
minister music copyright in Zimbabwe, 
has increasingly focused on expanding 
its reach to marginalised communities, 
with the prison programme marking 
one of its most unconventional out-
reach exercises to date.

The initiative comes as Zimbabwe's 
creative sector continues to grow, 
with artists increasingly seeking to 
monetise their work through formal 
registration and royalty collection 
mechanisms.
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Kelvin Matore

The Zimbabwe Castle Lager Pre-
mier Soccer League served up an-
other exciting Saturday of football 
as defending champions Scottland 
strengthened their title ambitions 
while Ngezi Platinum Stars claimed a 
thrilling victory over Chicken Inn in 
Matchday 21 action.

Scottland maintained their impres-

sive form with a commanding 3-0 
victory over FC Hunters, extending 
their lead at the top of the table. The 
champions once again demonstrated 
why they remain the team to beat, 
combining defensive discipline with 
clinical finishing to collect another 
crucial three points. 

At Baobab Stadium, Ngezi Platinum 
Stars produced one of the matches of 
the day, overcoming Chicken Inn 3-2 

in an entertaining five-goal thriller. 
The victory keeps Ngezi firmly in the 
race for the league’s top positions 
as the championship battle gathers 
momentum. 

In Bulawayo, Bulawayo Chiefs edged 
MWOS FC 1-0 in a tightly contested 
encounter. The solitary goal proved 
enough to hand Amakhosi Amahle 
maximum points in a match where 
defensive organisation was the key 

to victory. 

Meanwhile, there was little to sep-
arate TelOne and FC Platinum, who 
settled for a goalless draw. Both 
sides created opportunities but failed 
to find the breakthrough as the spoils 
were shared. 

Attention now turns to Sunday’s fix-
tures, with football giants Dynamos 
and Highlanders among the clubs 

in action as the race for the champi-
onship, top-four places and survival 
continues to intensify.

Saturday Results

* TelOne 0-0 FC Platinum
* Ngezi Platinum Stars 3-2 Chicken 
Inn
* FC Hunters 0-3 Scottland
* Bulawayo Chiefs 1-0 MWOS FC

Scottland March On as Ngezi Edge Scottland March On as Ngezi Edge 
Chicken Inn in Castle Lager PSLChicken Inn in Castle Lager PSL
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Kelvin Matore

The FIFA World Cup has burst into life, and if 
the Round of 16 has taught us anything, it is 
that there are no longer any easy matches in 
world football.

Forget the group-stage calculations. Forget the 
second chances. This is now football’s ultimate 
survival test — win or go home.

Already, the tournament has delivered enough 
drama to remind the world why the World 
Cup remains the greatest sporting spectacle 
on earth. Every whistle, every tackle and ev-
ery goal now carries the weight of a nation’s 
dreams.

Traditional powerhouses are discovering that 
reputation alone wins nothing. Every remain-
ing team has earned its place, and the so-
called underdogs are refusing to play support-
ing roles.

France continue to look every inch title con-
tenders, grinding out victories with the confi-
dence and composure of champions. Morocco 
have once again shown that African football 
is no longer knocking on the door—it has ar-
rived, producing one of the most convincing 
performances of the knockout stage to march 
into the quarter-finals.

The spotlight now turns to football’s heavy-
weights.

Can five-time champions Brazil avoid a Norwe-
gian ambush? Will England silence a passion-
ate Mexican crowd? Can Portugal outwit their 
Iberian rivals Spain? These are not just football 
matches—they are battles for national pride.

Every mistake will be punished. Every moment 
of brilliance could become part of football his-
tory.

One of the biggest stories of this World Cup 
has been the shrinking gap between the tradi-

tional giants and the emerging nations. Teams 
that were once expected to make up the num-
bers are now matching the world’s best stride 
for stride. The expanded tournament has giv-
en more countries the chance to shine, and 
many have grabbed that opportunity with both 
hands.

For Africa, the tournament continues to inspire 
hope. Morocco’s impressive run has once again 
demonstrated that African teams possess the 
quality, discipline and belief to challenge for 
football’s ultimate prize. Across the continent, 
millions are dreaming that this could finally be 
the year an African nation reaches the summit 
of world football.

Individual brilliance is also lighting up the tour-
nament. Superstars are producing moments of 
magic when their countries need them most, 
but this World Cup has also reminded us that 
trophies are won by teams, not individuals. Or-
ganisation, discipline and mental strength are 
proving just as important as flair.

As the quarter-finals draw closer, the pressure 
will only intensify. Legs will tire, nerves will 
fray and every decision by players, coaches 
and referees will come under intense scrutiny.

One thing is certain—there will be more tears 
than cheers before a new world champion is 
crowned.

Football has once again united the globe. 
Streets fall silent when the games begin, mil-
lions gather around television screens, and for 
90 minutes the world speaks one language.

That is the magic of the FIFA World Cup.

The countdown to football immortality has tru-
ly begun, and only the brave, the disciplined 
and the fearless will still be standing when the 
final whistle blows in New York.

HURUMENDE SPORT
WORLD CUP ON FIRE! 
WHO WILL SURVIVE THE KNOCKOUT WAR?

The gloves are off as football’s giants battle for global supremacy

ON SUNDAYON SUNDAY


